
At 7:00 p.m. on October 20, 1968, a few thousand people remained in Mexico 
City’s Olympic Stadium. The last of the exhausted marathon runners were being 
carried off to the first aid stations. Hours earlier, Mamo Wolde of Ethiopia had 
crossed the finish line as the winner of the 26.2-mile run. As the remaining 
spectators prepared to leave, they began to hear sirens and police whistles. All eyes 
turned toward the gate. A lone figure wearing the colors of Tanzania entered the 
stadium. His name was John Stephen Akhwari and he was the last man to finish. His 
leg bloodied and bandaged, severely injured in a fall, he winced with each step as he 
hobbled around the track. The sparse crowd rose and applauded him as if  he were 
the winner. After crossing the finish line, Akhwari slowly walked off the field. 
Because he was so badly injured and had no chance of winning a medal, someone 
asked him why he had not quit. He replied, “My country did not send me 7,000 
miles to start the race. They sent me 7,000 miles to finish it.” 
 
For the Christian, finishing well means everything. As Paul faced likely execution, he 
wrote of the importance of finishing the race (2 Timothy 4:7). The Hebrew writer 
was concerned that some of his readers were about to drop out of the race (12:1-2, 
12-17). Included within Peter’s list of Christian characteristics to be added to faith 
is perseverance (2 Peter 1:5-7). 
 

What is perseverance? 
 
Webster’s defines it as “to persist in a state, enterprise, or undertaking in spite of 
counter-influences, opposition, or discouragement.” The Greek word hupomone 
means “to remain under, to stand fast.” It is a term frequently used in military 
contexts. The idea carries with it standing your ground, even in the face of danger 
and attack. Paul uses this concept in describing our battle against Satan (Ephesians 
6:11). 
 
A synonym of perseverance is persistence. Webster’s defines persistence as “to take a 
stand, stand firm, to go on resolutely or stubbornly in spite of opposition, 
importunity, or warning.” President Calvin Coolidge once wrote, “Nothing in the 
world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common 
than unsuccessful men with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a 
proverb. Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and 
determination alone are omnipotent. The slogan ‘press on’ has solved and always 
will solve the problems of the human race.” John Huffman has written, “Too many 
people, often quite gifted, accomplish much less than they otherwise could have 
accomplished simply because they give up, buckle under, can’t stand the pressure.” 
 

[NEXT WEEK: Why People Often Give Up: Hindrances to Perseverance] 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  
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