
Responding to the World 
By Alex Hale 

 As Jesus teaches His disciples for the final time before His arrest, He warns 
them that the world would hate them and mistreat them ( John 15:18-16:11, 20-22). 
We should not be surprised by this. After all, Jesus said, they persecuted Him first. Jesus’ 
words in John 15 and 16 are not the only time the Bible tells us to expect persecution. 
His promise to the original disciples proved to be true. Taking Judas out of the equation, 
ten of the first twelve disciples of Jesus were martyred for their faith. The other, John, 
died as an old man while exiled for his faith on the island of Patmos. History shows that 
early Christians were forced to follow the first disciples’ example (Rev 2:10). 

 Some people say, “Well, that was then, but this is now.” However, in countries 
throughout the world, cultures are tolerant of anything but Christianity. According to 
the World Christian Encyclopedia, right now, in the “age of tolerance,” 2.2 billion 
people in 79 countries live under significant restrictions of their religious freedom, 
while 225 million Christians live in countries where it is a crime to worship. 

 Though we may not have to pay the kind of price that believers in other nations 
have to pay, chances are that we too deal with those who will not accept our faith. 
Perhaps you have been marginalized by friends or co-workers who could not 
understand why you would not party with them, why you did not find humor in their 
crude jokes, or why you chose to attend church instead of play golf with them. Some 
Christians have been denied promotions and raises, while others have even been fired 
because they refused to be unethical. 

 When you suffer, remain faithful. The persecution that Christians face should 
strengthen our faith in the Lord, showing us that what He says is true. In addition, there 
are blessings that can come with persecution. Suffering for Jesus deepens our 
relationship with Him (Phil 3:10). Suffering for Jesus also shows others how much we 
value our faith. When we cling to our faith no matter how difficult it makes our lives, 
the world notices. Some times they will even join us in that cause, reasoning that if  Jesus 
is worth dying for, He must be worth living for. Perhaps this is why history shows that 
the church grew fastest during days of persecution (see the book of Acts). Even today 
this proves to be true. In spite of years of persecution, the church in China is huge and 
growing. Recent reports show that the church in Sudan is the fastest-growing of that in 
any Muslim country. When we remain faithful, people notice. However, when we 
forsake our faith, the world notices that as well. 

 In addition, when you suffer, keep an eternal perspective. Do not be sorrowful. 
Jesus uses the illustration of a mother giving birth to show that though this life is hard, 
it is short when compared to eternity ( John 16:16, 20-22). When the mother holds her 
baby, the discomfort is replaced by the joy of the newborn. Much the same way, though 
we may grieve in the present, our grief will be turned to joy (Psa 30:5). Jesus is giving 
us the benefit of His eternal perspective, telling us that we will look back and know that 
whatever we had to endure will be worth it (2 Cor 4:17). 

 If  you are suffering for the right reasons, count yourself fortunate because it 
means you are on the right side! Be glad because God may use your response to 
suffering as a way to lead someone to faith. Rejoice, because when you get to heaven, 
you will be glad you followed Jesus through the tough times of life. 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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