
“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 

CABOT WESTSIDE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

1017 S. 2nd St. (Old Hwy. 367) 
Cabot, AR 72023 
cabotwestsidechurchofchrist.com 
facebook.com/cabotwestside 
 

When We Meet 
Sunday 
Bible Classes – 9:00 am 
Worship – 10:00 am, 5:00 pm 
Wednesday 
Bible Classes – 7:00 pm 
 
Our Elders 
R.D. Hopper 
Norman Kemper 
 
Our Deacons 
Troy Hunter 
Kelly Kendall 
Tony Ramick 
 
Our Preacher 
Alex Hale 

r i e e m n d r 
Volume 18, Number 16 | September 29, 2019 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind 

you of these 
things…”   
2 Peter 1:21 

1. Respect the church leaders 
Hebrews 13:17 (ESV) Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would 
be of no advantage to you. 

Steps to Harmony in a Local Church, Part One 
by Alex Hale 

If  you are a parent of more than one child, you have likely 
experienced the disappointment and frustration when you walk into 
a room and see two (or more) of your children fussing, and fighting. How many parents in 
How many parents the middle of breaking up an argument have 
thought, “Can I not take these kids back and trade them in?” Though 
parents do not (or should not) expect their children to be perfect, it is still disappointing to 
see them acting in such a way toward one another. 
 

Our heavenly Father feels the same way about us. It pains the God of heaven when His 
children bicker and fight with one another. One of the best ways we can honor God as His 
church is to make every effort to get along with our brethren ( John 13:34-35). How do we 
do that and avoid the personality problems that plague so many churches today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When members of the church needlessly criticize the leadership, they make the elders’ 
work tougher than it should be and they wound the church. While the elders are to lovingly 
lead the church, the congregation has a responsibility as well, and that is to follow the 
leadership. 
 

This does not mean that you blindly follow the elders. We should not blindly follow any 
human being, but rather examine God’s word individually and hold the leaders to this same 
standard (1 Corinthians 11:1; Acts 17:11). The key is that we use God’s word, not our 
opinion, as the standard. As long as the elders are consistent with scripture, the members of 
the church should respect their guidance. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A third-grade boy wrote an essay on push pins in which he illustrated the importance of 
avoidance. “Push pins save thousands of lives every year,” he wrote. His teacher said, “Push 
pins perform a lot of functions, but how do they save thousands of lives?” The boy replied, 
“By not swallowing them!” 
 

Prevention is always the best cure. There are many  
problems that can be avoided if  we are wise. Not all  
issues are “foolish and unlearned” – there are issues  
of biblical significance which need to be discussed.  
However, some church controversies have no  
solution because they are based on opinion and  
cannot be found in scripture. What happens if  we  
           [continued on back page] 

2. Avoid unneeded controversy 
Titus 3:9 (ESV) But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, 
and quarrels about the law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 

Readings for Week 40 

q Jer 11-13; 2 Cor 12 
q Jer 14-16; Psa 76; 2 Cor 13 
q Jer 17-20; James 1 
q Jer 22, 23, 26; Psa 77; Jas 2 
q Jer 25, 35, 36, 45; Psa 133;  

Jas 3 
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are not careful is that we simply waste time. There are some in the church who seem to think they are spiritual because they 
can argue about such religious questions and they are convinced they have all the right answers. We need to remember that it 
is one thing to be able to discuss religion, but it is another thing to be able to live like Christ. 
 

We should avoid these kinds of controversies because they accomplish nothing. Paul calls them “unprofitable and worthless.” 
When you are finished arguing, you have not accomplished anything. We can get so wrapped up in trivial issues that we miss 
the real needs of people and the true purpose of the church (Luke 19:10; Matthew 28:19-20). We should also avoid these 
kinds of controversies because they can be divisive. When people get involved in matters of opinion, they lose perspective and 
become increasingly intense. When our egos get involved, and then we meet someone who does not see things our way, we 
resort to argument and strife will result. There are enough actual biblical issues to discuss using the scripture. We would do 
well to spend our time with these, not the matters that Paul terms “foolish and unlearned.” 
 

[To be continued next week] 

10:00 & 5:00 Sermon Notes 
 

PROMOTING AND MAINTAINING CHRISTIAN UNITY 

•  All who profess to be Christians 
should be concerned with 
________, Jn 17:20-23 

    - Yet this is not always seen 
•  Division should not __________ 

us 
    - Churches in NT, 1 Cor 1:10-13;  
        3:3-4; 11:18; 3 Jn 9-10 
    - Warnings in NT, Ac 20:28-31;  
         1 Tim 4:1-5; 2 Tim 4:1-5; 2 Pet 2:1-3;     
         Jude 3-4 
 

WHAT WAS DONE TO CHANGE 
THE PATTERN? 
1. Change of the office of  
    ___________ 
2. Creation of human ___________ 
3. Elevation of ___________ 
4. Change of ____________ 
5. ______________ changes 
6. Etc. 
 

MANY SAW PROBLEMS WITH 
THESE CHANGES 
•  ________ to the Protestant 

Reformation 
•  Reformers, especially 

_________  _________ 

RESULT OF REFORMATION? 
•  Many faults _____________, but 

others ____________ or _______ 
•  Though the goal was _________, 

it produced more ____________ 
•  They didn’t need to go back to 

the church in Rome; they 
needed to bypass Rome and go 
back to _____________, Ac 2 

RESTORATION: to __________ to 
a former condition or place 
•  _________ the ______ 

___________ of authority,  
Gal 1:6-9 

    - ________ where the Bible  
       __________; be ________  
       where the Bible is ________,”  
        1 Pet 4:11 
    - God’s pattern is __________,  
        Heb 8:5-6 
    - God’s word is all we _______,  
        2 Tim 3:16-17 
•  ____________ personal 

____________, Rom 14:14-15, 21; 
15:1-3; 1 Cor 8:9-13; 10:24, 31-33 

    - If something is unnecessary  
       and divisive, leave it alone 
•  Maintain Christ-like 

____________, Eph 4:1-3; Phil 2:1-5; 
2 Tim 2:24-26 

I ask that men make no 
reference to my name, and call 
themselves not Lutherans, but 
Christians. What is Luther? My 
doctrine, I am sure, is not mine, 

nor have I been crucified for any 
one. St. Paul, in 1 Co. 3, would not 

allow Christians to call 
themselves Pauline or Petrine, 

but Christian. How then should I, 
poor, foul carcass that I am, 

come to have men give to the 
children of Christ a name 

derived from my worthless 
name? No, no, my dear friends; 
let us abolish all party names, 
and call ourselves Christians 
after Him Whose doctrine we 

have. 
Martin Luther 

Basic teachings of Luther: 
v Acceptance of the _______ 

as the source of doctrine 
v   Right of each believer to 

________ for ____________ 
v _________  _________ 
v ____________  _____________ 

Would to God that all party 
names, and unscriptural phrases 

and forms which have divided 
the Christian world, were forgot 

and that the very name 
[Methodist] might never be 

mentioned more, but be buried in 
eternal oblivion. 

John Wesley 

I look forward with pleasure to 
the day when there will not be a 

Baptist living! I hope that the 
Baptist name will soon perish, 

but let Christ’s name last 
forever. 

Charles Spurgeon 


