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Mark Copeland defines a gospel meeting as “a multi-day event hosted by a congregation, 
open to the public, where a guest speaker (preacher, evangelist) presents a series of lessons.” 
If  the Lord wills, in three weeks, this local church will host such an event. The elders have 
invited L.A. Stauffer to spend the week with us and to share lessons from God’s word. 
 

In many places, gospel meetings are seen as an unnecessary relic of the past. I worry that 
for others, gospel meetings have become a rote tradition. Churches may have a meeting 
simply because that is what they have always done at a certain time of year, but there does 
not seem to be a purpose or plan. I have even heard some say, “Well, we can just get so-and-
so; they’ll be okay.” This should not be the case. If  we are holding a meeting simply for the 
sake of holding a meeting, we need to think long and hard about what we are doing and 
why. If  our goal is to have a week that is “okay” with a preacher who is “okay,” we need to 
set our sights higher. 
 

Some brethren view gospel meetings as nothing more than glorified “family reunions.” They 
will make great effort to send invitations to area congregations and get really excited when 
an area preacher visits, but will make no effort to invite friends, relatives, and neighbors 
from the community. While it is a blessing to see brethren from other places, we must not 
lose sight of the fact that one purpose of a gospel meeting is to provide an opportunity for 
the lost to hear the gospel. 
 

Ultimately, though, the success of a gospel meeting cannot be measured simply by looking at 
the number of visitors. We can invite, planting the seed, but we cannot control whether or 
not a visitor will attend. We can, however, control whether or not we attend. A gospel 
meeting at the Westside church is first and foremost for the Westside church. 
 

With that in mind, the first way in which we can make this effort a success is to consider 
ourselves. What is our attitude toward a gospel meeting? Such an event demands much of 
our time. We will be tired. Our spouses will be tired. Our kids will be tired. Did I mention 
that we will be tired? A gospel meeting, on top of all of our other responsibilities, can seem 
like a burden. If  we are not careful, we can fall into the trap of the people of Judah, who 
said of their worship, “Oh, what a weariness” (Malachi 1:13). We will gladly drive hours to 
a concert or ballgame, but grumble when we are asked to drive a few miles to hear the word 
of God preached. My brethren, these things ought not be so. A gospel meeting gives us the 
opportunity to grow. It gives us the opportunity to be together with our brethren. It gives us 
an opportunity to evangelize. Let us echo the spirit of David, who writes, “I was glad when 
they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of the Lord’” (Psalm 122:1). 
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