
r i e e m n d r 
“I shall always be ready to remind you of these things…”  2 Peter 1:21 

Knowing God, Part Three 
By Alex Hale 

If  we are not careful in our study of Bible characters, we 
can develop a vision of them as always strong and never 
weak spiritually. This can cause us to become discouraged 
in our own spiritual journey. Perhaps you have even said 
or heard someone say, “Well, I could never be as strong as 
(fill in the blank character)…” Simply put, this vision is 
not accurate. For example: 
•  The same chapter that tells of Abraham’s following 

God tells of his deception while in Egypt (Genesis 12). 
•  Elijah defeated the entire army of Baal and then 

slipped into a deep, dark depression (1 Kings 18-19). 
•  The disciples all forsook Jesus as He was awaiting 

crucifixion (Mark 14:27-31, 50). 
•  Paul considered himself to be the chief of sinners (1 

Timothy 1:12-15). 

Certainly the life of Jacob is exemplary of a life filled with 
spiritual ups and downs. He shows us that even those who 
know God sometimes struggle with God. Jacob was born a 
rascal (Genesis 25:24-26). Throughout much of his life, 
he exhibits a pattern of deception and manipulation (if  
not downright lying), to obtain what he desires (Genesis 
25:29-34; 27). 
 
However, somewhere on his journey away from 
everything he knew, he has an encounter with the Lord 
(Genesis 27:42-45; 28:10-22). It is at this point that we 
see a spiritual change in Jacob (Genesis 28:20-22). This is 
what an encounter with the Lord can and will do. 
 
Though we are not going to have a direct revelation from 
God, we still have opportunities for encounters with the 
Lord. We have the final revealed word (1 Corinthians 

13:9-10; Jude 3). The Holy Spirit convicts us through this 
word ( John 16:7-11; Hebrews 4:12). 
 
What is our response? Is it to get defensive? Is it to fight 
back and resist? Or, is it to acknowledge our weaknesses 
and change? 
 
As we study the lives of men like Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, we need to take away a couple of things. 
 
First of all, we can know God. “I am the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob…” The God who built relationships with 
these three men is the same God who seeks to build a 
relationship with you and I. We are the same people. We 
can read about all the great things these men did and get 
discouraged because we feel like we could never live up to 
that standard. Instead, we should recognize these men for 
what they were – flawed men, like you and I, lost unless 
there was a God to save them ( James 5:17-18; Hebrews 
11:32-12:2). 
 
Secondly, how can we know God? In Genesis 28, Jacob 
has a vision where he sees a ladder going from earth to 
heaven. The word translated “ladder” in that text comes 
from the word for highway or bridge. The idea is that 
Jacob is seeing a pathway bridging the gap between 
heaven and earth – between God and man. 
 
We discover what our pathway is in John 1:51. Here, Jesus 
says that the angels would ascend and descend upon the 
Son of Man. Our ladder is Jesus! He is the one who can 
take us from knowing about God to actually knowing God 
(1 Timothy 2:5). 
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