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Researchers John Barna and Jim Castelli have written, “Americans revere the Bible – but, by in 
large, they don’t read it. And because they don’t read it, they have become a nation of biblical 
illiterates.” A lot of people have a respect for the Bible. They may have several copies of it in 
their home. They may know a few verses – perhaps they know the 23rd Psalm, or the Lord’s 
prayer, or John 3:16. Beyond that, however, there is not much knowledge. How bad is it? 
Consider these results from various surveys: 
•  Fewer than half of all adults can name the four gospels. 
•  Many professing Christians cannot identify more than two or three of the disciples. 
•  60% of Americans cannot name five of the Ten Commandments. 
•  82% of Americans believe the phrase, “God helps those who help themselves” is a Bible verse. 
•  12% of adults believe that Joan of Arc was Noah’s wife. 
•  A survey of graduating high school seniors revealed that over 50% thought that Sodom and 

Gomorrah were husband and wife. 
•  A considerable number of respondents to one poll believed that the Sermon on the Mount was 

preached by Billy Graham. 
Let me say something. There should be nothing embarrassing about not knowing the Bible. You 
may be new to Christianity or new to church and you have a lot to learn. The embarrassment 
comes if  a month from now … or a year from now … or twenty years from now, you are in the 
same place with regards to your Bible knowledge. 
 

Why is knowing the Bible so important? 
 

Because it is God’s word. Some have the idea that history books are for historians, science books 
are for scientists, and the Bible is for preachers. However, the Bible is different from every other 
book. It is not composed of the thoughts and opinions of men, but is instead the voice of God (2 
Tim 3:16-17; 1 Thess 2:13). It is not simply one of this year’s “recommended readings,” but it is 
the only book that will endure (1 Pet 1:24-25). 
 

Because of what it teaches. God’s word offers direction. It offers hope. Though the Bible was 
written in three different languages, on three different continents, over a period of 1500 years, 
by over 40 different authors, the book has one consistent theme. That theme is God’s desire to 
redeem mankind despite our failures. God wants us to be reconciled to Him, so He offers hope. 
That hope is found in Jesus. 
•  The Old Testament could be summarized by saying, “Jesus is coming.” 
•  The gospels could be summarized by saying, “Jesus is here.” 
•  The rest of the New Testament could be summarized by saying, “Jesus is coming again.” 
God’s story is about Jesus and how He came to redeem us. There is a promise to the one who 
follows the word (2 Pet 1:10-11). 
 

Because there are consequences to not knowing it. If  within the pages of the Bible we find hope 
and direction, logic would tell us that without God’s word, we will not find those needed things. 
The Bible itself  says that people are destroyed because of a lack of knowledge (Hos 4:1, 6; Amos 
8:11-13). Without a knowledge of God’s word, a person does not know where to turn (Psa 
119:105). Such a person will have no true joy or peace in life (Psa 119:111, 165). We see this 
lack of direction in churches. Many times teachers cannot be found because the members do not 
know the word (Heb 5:12). Many churches are led away by false teachers and false doctrine 
because the people do not know what is right (Eph 4:14; 2 Pet 2:1-3). We see this lack of 
direction in our society. Our standards of morality have become skewed (Isa 5:20). The moral 
fabric of society is being unraveled before our eyes. Everyone is concerned with his or her own 
desires ( Judg 21:25). Is a lack of biblical knowledge making things better? 


