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“I shall always be ready to remind you of these things…”  2 Peter 1:21 

Knowing God, Part One 
By Alex Hale 

Ed Harrell has written a book entitled The Churches of 
Christ in the 20th Century: Homer Hailey’s Personal 
Journey of Faith. This book parallels the life of Homer 
Hailey, one of the most well-known preachers and writers 
of this time period, with the history of the church during 
this span of time. I can learn a number of things about 
Homer Hailey from reading this book. 
•  He was born August 12, 1903 near Marshall, Texas. 
•  He did not grow up in the church; he was baptized into 

the Christian Church in 1922. 
•  He attended Abilene Christian College and later 

preached and taught in Abilene. 
•  He moved to Florida Christian College in 1951, where 

he served as a vice president of the university and head 
of the Bible department. 

•  He retired in the Tucson, Arizona area. 
•  Later in life, he was a controversial figure due to his 

views on marriage, divorce, and remarriage. 
•  He passed from this life in 2000. 

As many things as I may learn about Homer Hailey from 
this book, I cannot say that I knew Homer Hailey. We 
must understand that knowing about someone is very 
different from actually knowing someone. People speak of 
celebrities as if  they are personal friends. We can read 
magazines that tell us a star’s favorite restaurant, hair 
care product, or shoe size, but this does not substitute for 
an actual relationship with them. Much the same way, 
knowing things about God is different from actually 
knowing Him. In his book, Not a Fan, Kyle Idleman writes, 
“In Matthew 15:8 Jesus describes the Pharisees this way: 
‘These people honor Me with their lips, but their hearts 
are far from Me.’ … These were men who had plenty of 

knowledge about God, but they didn’t really know God. 
This is what often separates the fans from the followers. 
It’s the difference between knowledge and intimacy.” 
 
In Exodus 3:6, God says to Moses, “I am the God of your 
father – the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” We find that God had a relationship with 
these three men. In our next two articles, let’s consider 
these men’s relationships with God and learn some 
lessons about what it means to know God. In other words, 
if  you know God, these things will happen. 
 
Abraham teaches us that to know God means to follow 
God. When God calls Abram, his life was nearly half over 
(Genesis 12:1-5; 25:7). He had built a life for himself and 
yet he leaves his family (12:1), his physical possessions 
(12:5), temporal security (Hebrews 11:8), and even his 
religious heritage ( Joshua 24:2-3). In a world where we 
seek to “make our own path” and attempt to retain 
control over our lives, this concept seems foreign. 
 
We often make plans, but do your plans include the Lord? 
God is the one who maintains control (Proverbs 3:5-8). A 
focus on temporal things is futile ( James 4:14-15; Luke 
12:16-21). Merely saying that we believe in God is not the 
same as true discipleship. Abraham shows us this ( James 
2:21-23).  
 
What happens when we follow? We find that God is able 
to provide what we need (Matthew 6:33). We find true 
satisfaction in life (Genesis 25:7-8, NASB: “satisfied with 
life”). We also find a real relationship with the Lord 
( James 2:23). 
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