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In last week’s article, we considered biblical examples of God saying no as a 
discipline or punishment for sin. God can say “no” for other reasons. God said 
“no” to David for someone more qualified. Toward the end of his life, David 
envisioned building a magnificent temple for God (1 Chron 17:1-2). However, 
God had different plans (1 Chron 17:3-4, 11-14). David accepted this. In 
addition, David did everything within his power to make the task easier for 
Solomon (1 Chron 22:5). 
 

Sometimes God will say “no” to you because it is not all about you. Perhaps 
God has someone else in mind for the role or task. Maybe that person is more 
qualified. Maybe that person needs the assignment. Maybe that person can 
cope with the task better than you. 
 

You know that you are not God’s only child. It is essential that we understand 
that God has about seven billion other people in the world who are also 
wanting their heart’s desires. Right after “Now I lay me down to sleep” and 
“God is great, God is good,” we learn the prayer which begins, “Our Father 
who art in heaven.” The Lord’s prayer is not in the singular; it is in the plural. 
It does not say, “My Father, give Me.” You are not the only one praying. We are 
often very self-centered, but God is looking out for everyone. 
 

Though I am not a Calvinist who believes that God causes everything that 
happens in this world, I do believe in the sovereignty and omnipotence of 
God. I do believe that He permits things to happen that He has the power to 
prevent. Joni Eareckson Tada, a paraplegic, said, “God permits what He hates, 
to achieve what He loves.” Scripture teaches that “all things will work together for 
good to those who love Him” (Rom 8:28). 
 

Certainly, that is much more complex than I can understand. What I do know 
is that I am not His only child. What I do know is that eternity matters a lot 
more than time. What I do know is that our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed one day. 
 

God said “no” to Paul because God knows what is best. Three times Paul 
prayed that God would remove a “thorn in the flesh” (2 Cor 12:7-9). Though we 
do not know what Paul’s thorn was, his request for healing seems reasonable. 
However, God said “no” on three separate occasions. God allowed this thorn 
in Paul’s life to keep Paul humble. 
 

Much the same way, God knows us better than we know ourselves. Perhaps if 
your prayer was answered, you would be conceited, or you would fall victim to 
a temptation, or you would allow this thing to get between you and God in 
some other way. When God does not give you the desires of your heart, you 
need to accept God’s ways as being better than your ways (cf. 1 Pet 1:6-7, 9). 
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2020 Bible Reading Plan 
 
 
 

Readings for This Week 

q Monday – 2 Thessalonians 2 
q Tuesday – 2 Thessalonians 3 
q Wednesday – Acts 18 
q Thursday – Acts 19 
q Friday – 1 Corinthians 1 
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Do you remember when Mary and Martha requested that Jesus would come and heal their brother 
Lazarus? Jesus did not come right away, and when He did come, Lazarus had been dead for four days. 
However, Jesus knew that raising Lazarus from the dead would be a meaningful miracle which would 
reinforce their faith. At times, God may ask you to wait four days, four months, or forty years before you 
understand why. 
 

Here is the issue. How do you react when you do not know why and you cannot put all of the pieces 
together? Are you so intellectually proud that you have to have all the answers from God rather than 
humbly saying, “Lord, I believe you have all the answers”? When you cannot see God’s hand, are you 
willing to trust His heart? If God said “no” to Moses, David, and Paul, do you not suspect that He may 
say “no” to you and me sometimes? 
 

When you think about it, God said “no” to Jesus. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed for the cup 
of death to pass from Him. However, we know that there was no other way for mankind to be saved and 
God said “no.” Jesus understood this, and closed His evening of prayer by saying, “Not My will, but Thine be 
done.” He was willing to endure it because He trusted the Father. Are you willing to endure whatever 
comes your way because you also trust the Father? 

News & Notes 
•  Sandra Comer is scheduled to return to Mayo Clinic in three months to  

follow up with doctors about her recent health issues. 
•  Ed Michaelik’s wife Calinda came home from the hospital Thursday. She is 

recovering from heart surgery. 
•  Our fall gospel meeting has been rescheduled for May 2-6, 2021.  
•  Please make sure to throw your trash away and limit “nesting” items in the 

auditorium. We need to keep seating as flexible as possible, especially during 
this time of “social distancing.” This will also make it easier for the ladies who 
clean the building each week. Thank you for your cooperative spirit. 

•  Peyton Francis is with us this summer in an internship. He will be sharing  
some of the preaching duties in July. Let us remember to show hospitality to  
him while he is here! 

10:00 Sermon Notes 
 

KNOWING THE ENEMY 
(Ephesians 6:10-18) 

HOW DOES SATAN ATTACK? 
1. ___________, Jn 8:44; Heb 3:13 
•  Blinds people to the truth,  

2 Cor 4:3-4; 11:14 
•  Makes sin look ____________, 

Gen 3:4-6; Prov 5:3; 7:21; 23:31 
•  Does not reveal the 

_________, Prov 5:4-5; 7:22-23; 
23:29-30, 32-35 

2. ____________, Lk 8:14; 10:41 
•  Prevents us from giving our 

full attention to what really 
matters, Hag 1:4 

    - We are left ________ 
    - We don’t get back those  
       moments, Eph 5:16; Col 4:5 

Our enemy is: ___________, Lk 10:18 
  The _________, Mt 4:1 
  The ____________, Mt 4:3 
  __________/__________, Rev 12:9 

 

If we are going to win battles, we must also 
know how the enemy ____________, 2 Cor 2:11 

3. _________________ 
•  With ___________ 
•  With the ________ 
•  With our ___________ 
•  We simply get _______, Mt 4:2-3; 

26:40-41, 56 
4. _______, Gen 3:1 
•  “Did God really _________ 

you?” 
•  “Does God really ______ you?” 
•  “Is God going to ______ 

_________ for you?” 
•  “Is it really all _______ ___?” 

HOW CAN WE DEFEAT HIM? 
1. Put on the ________ of God,  
     Eph 6:11, 13-17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. _________ upon God, Eph 6:18;  
     2 Cor 12:9-10; 2 Tim 4:17 

v Belt of truth, Isa 11:5 
v Breastplate of 

righteousness, Isa 59:17 
v Shoes of peace, Isa 52:7 
v Shield of faith, Isa 21:5 
v Helmet of salvation, Isa 59:17 
v Sword of the Spirit 


