
 

Where We Meet 
1017 S. 2nd St. (Old Hwy. 367) 
Cabot, AR 72023 
 

When We Meet 
Sunday 
Bible Classes – 9:00 am 
Worship – 10:00 am, 5:00 pm 
Wednesday 
Bible Classes – 7:00 pm 
 

Our Elders 
R.D. Hopper 
Norman Kemper 
 

Our Deacons 
Troy Hunter 
Kelly Kendall 
Tony Ramick 
 

Our Preacher 
Alex Hale 

In the model prayer, Jesus prayed, “Thy will be done.” Hopefully, we pray the same thing. 
However, “Thy will be done” is difficult to swallow when God’s will does not line up with 
our will. God’s will may be completely opposite of what we want, and even for what we 
pray. God’s will may take us in a diametrically different direction. How do you respond 
when God says “no” to you? When your prayers are not answered or your dreams are not 
realized, can you take “no” for an answer, or do you shake your fist in the face of God and 
make life miserable for yourself and everyone around you? How you handle denial says a 
lot about your spiritual maturity. 
 

            Have you ever heard of the G League? This is a developmental  
            league for players who want to play in the NBA. Anyone can pay 
            $650 to try out for the G-League. People are willing to do this  
            because their ultimate dream is to play in the NBA. One article  
            described some of these tryouts with the title, “Hoop dreams just  
            a fantasy.” The author of this story told about one man who tried 

out who was 41 years old. Another man paid $1700 for a round trip plane ticket from 
Budapest. He was six feet tall and weighed 135 pounds. Now I don’t want to be mean, 
but if you are 41 or you only weigh 135 pounds, maybe God has said “no” to that dream 
and it is time for you to conclude that it is unrealistic and move onto something else. 
 

The Bible says, “Ask and it will be given to you.” Scripture tells us, “Delight in the Lord and He 
will give you the desires of your heart.” There are several “health and wealth” preachers who 
focus on verses like these and do not point out the counter verses that say, “Ask according 
to God’s will” or “God is a Father who gives good gifts to His children.” What they do is leave the 
impression on immature believers that if you name it you can claim it, and if you believe 
enough, it will surely happen to you. However, God does not always answer our prayers 
with a “yes.” One has said, “God answers prayers four ways: ‘Yes,’ ‘No,’ ‘Wait,’ and 
‘You’ve got to be kidding Me.’” 
 

What if you do not get the job? What if the house does not sell? What if you do not get 
married? What if you do not get pregnant? What if you do not have enough resources 
when you had been scheduled to retire? What if your child does not recover? How you 
react to God’s “no” reveals your character and probably determines your contentment. 
 

Today and next week, consider with me some biblical examples of God saying “no.” First, 
God said “no” to Moses as a discipline for sin. To get water to come forth, Moses struck 
the rock rather than speaking to it (Num 20:1-11). Because of his disobedience, Moses 
was not allowed to enter the promised land (Num 20:12). On the surface, this sounds 
like a severe punishment for a minor offense. Moses had sacrificed forty years of his life 
to lead a largely uncooperative group of people to the promised land, and now he could 
not enter. Moses himself felt like this punishment was too severe (Deut 3:23-27). 
However, God’s “no” to Moses was final – he was not going to enter the promised land. 
 

God may say “no” to you as a punishment for your sin (Heb 12:5-6). Have your parents 
ever told you, “I love you too much to let you act that way”? Much the same way, when 
we rebel, God may find a way to discipline us in order to get us back on track. Norman 
Vincent Peale wrote about a time when, as a teenager, he snuck a cigar behind the shed 
on the farm. However, while he was smoking the cigar he overheard his dad in the shed 
hitching up the horses. Peale said, “I snuffed out the cigar, stuck it in my back pocket, 
went around the corner and said, ‘Dad, can I go to town with you?’ Peale said that 
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2020 Bible Reading Plan 
 
 
 

Readings for This Week 

q Monday – 1 Thessalonians 2 
q Tuesday – 1 Thessalonians 3 
q Wednesday – 1 Thessalonians 4 
q Thursday – 1 Thessalonians 5 
q Friday – 2 Thessalonians 1 
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without looking up his dad said, “Son, never make a specific request when you’re harboring a smoldering disobedience.” 
God will not hear us when we are not penitent (Psa 66:18). 
 

There are numerous examples of God directly punishing someone because of their sin. Lot’s wife looked back and was 
turned into a pillar of salt (Gen 19:26). Miriam undermined Moses’ leadership and was temporarily struck with leprosy 
(Num 12:1-2, 10). Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead because they lied (Acts 5:1-11). Elymas was struck blind 
because he undermined Paul’s preaching (Acts 13:8-12). 
 

More often, God simply allows the natural consequence of our sin to develop (Gal 6:7; Num 32:23). You may have anger 
issues, and you mouth off to the wrong person, which causes you to lose your job. You may refuse to quit an unhealthy 
habit, and end up with a disease. You may be promiscuous and end up with a child born out of wedlock. You may cheat 
in school and then years later mess up at work because you are not prepared. A man reaps what he sows – God is still 
willing to forgive us, but He allows us to live with the earthly consequences. 
 

How should we react when God disciplines us (Heb 12:7-13)? Consider David after his sin with Bathsheba. When 
Nathan confronts him, in his guilt, David pleads with God to forgive him. Nathan tells David that he would be forgiven, 
but that the child which was conceived would die. When the child was born sick, David pled with God for a week to 
keep the child alive, fasting and refusing to eat. When the child does die, David’s advisers were afraid to tell him for fear 
of what David would do. However, David got up, cleaned himself up, worshipped, and ate. When the men did not 
understand his reaction, David explained to them that he could not bring the child back, but that he could live in such a 
way so as to go to the child. The story concludes by stating that David comforted Bathsheba. Instead of being bitter and 
angry, David accepted God’s “no” with grace. Can we? 
 
 
 
 
 

News & Notes 
•  Bobby and Sandra Comer are home from the Mayo Clinic. Sandra did not 

receive positive news, and she is scheduled to return in three months. 
•  Ed Michaelik’s wife Calinda suffered a heart attack last week and had 

bypass surgery Friday. She made it through the surgery but has a long road to 
recovery. 

•  If you are able and willing to teach or assist with Bible classes in the upcoming 
quarter, see Troy Hunter as soon as possible. 

•  There is a large box in the lobby with a lot of personal belongings. This box 
will be thrown away soon if things are not claimed. 

•  Please make sure to throw your trash away and limit “nesting” items in the 
auditorium. We need to keep seating as flexible as possible, especially during 
this time of “social distancing.” Thank you for your cooperative spirit. 

10:00 Sermon Notes 
 

6 WORDS 
(Micah 6:8) 

In Micah’s day, many of the people thought that as long as they 
went through the motions of sacrifice, they could live as they 
pleased and still have God’s blessing - Micah tells them no and 
shows them in six words what God expected from them 

•  Proper __________, Jn 7:24 
    - _________, 3:9; 6:11; Lk 23:41;  
        Ac 8:33 
    - _____________, Jas 2:1-4, 8 
•  Finds _________ in God 
    - Seen in His ________ and  
       ________, Dt 10:17-18; Ps 9:7-8;  
        33:4-5; Prov 2:6-9 
    - He expects it from us, Ex  
        23:2, 6; Dt 16:18-20; 24:17 

______ ___________ 
                 [1]                [2] 

One of God’s main complaints? 
2:1-2, 8-9; 3:1-3, 6, 9, 11; 6:6-7, 12; 7:3; 

Isa 1:13-17; Zech 7:8-11;  
Amos 5:21-24; Mt 23:23 

•  _________ and ____________ 
    - In our __________, Eph 4:32;  
        2 Tim 4:16 
    - In our _______, Prov 31:26 
    - In our _______, Jas 1:27; Ac  
        9:36, 39; Lk 6:35; Rom 12:8-9, 13 
•  Motivation found in _____,  

Eph 4:32b; Dt 10:19 
    - He is the model, 7:18-20; Ps  
        136; 13:5; 23:6; 130:7; Ti 3:5 
    - Leads to blessings, Prov  
        21:21; Hos 10:2; Mt 5:7 
    - Without it? Mt 25:34-40; 6:12;  
        Mk 11:25-26; Jas 2:13 

______ ________ 
                    [3]             [4] 

•  There is no one _________ 
than God, Psa 19:1-2, 7, 9; 83:18; 
Isa 57:15a; 66:1-2a; Rom 1:20; Hab 
1:13; Num 23:19; Ti 1:2 
•  Seeing His glory helps us 

have ____________ 
    - How ______ we are, Isa 6:5;  
        57:15b; 66:2b 
    - We can then _______ to His  
       will, Ecc 12:13; Ac 10:35;  
        Jas 4:7-10 

______ __________ 
                 [5]                [6] 


