
        Around the third week of March Florida College
       informed their students, faculty, and staff that 
       the spring semester would no longer be held 
       on campus but would instead continue  
       online. Along with 500 of my closest friends, I
       packed up the supplies needed to continue my 
       spring semester, loaded them into my Kia  
       Sorento, and began to make the 526 mile trek 
                to my family’s house in Birmingham, Alabama. 
             To my surprise, everything I really needed fit into 

two large plastic containers. Those oversized totes were extremely helpful in 
helping me pack what was needed rather than what was wanted. I am convinced 
that we should be like plastic containers for God.  
 

It may seem strange to compare Christians to storage containers, but in reality 
this is what it means to be a vessel for God. Paul writes, “Now in a great house 
there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable 
use, some for dishonorable. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is 
dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master 
of the house, ready for every good work” (2 Tim 2:20-21). Paul tells us that in order 
to be considered righteous in His eyes, we must first set aside the non-
essentials.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As His disciples we must get rid of the non-essentials, choosing instead to and 
focus on the things that benefit us while we travel down the narrow path. 
 

We also must flee the youthful desires and temptations that are thrown at us (2 
Tim 2:22). Satan is very good at his job, and it is difficult to run away from 
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Instead, the totes were 
filled with the following: 
✓ Several pairs of clothes 
 ✓ Bathroom essentials 

 ✓ Bedding (fitted sheets, 
comforter, pillow) 

  ✓ Textbooks or other  
needed school  

materials 

 
When the empty tubs 

were filled with 
necessary items, there 

was no room for: 
✗  Posters 

✗  My entire collection of 
clothing 

✗  A couch 
✗  A recliner 

✗  A flat-screen TV 

Peyton is working with us this 
summer in a preacher training 

program. As part of his work, he 
will be contributing some of the 
bulletin articles. Make sure you 
get to know him and are able to 
encourage him while he is here! 
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those things. If an athlete diets on junk food and soda daily will he/she still be in peak physical 
condition? Of course not! They maintain a healthy so they will be in the best physical condition to handle 
any obstacle that is thrown their way. Likewise, we must fill our spiritual hunger with things that benefit 
our walk with God and things that help us flee from the Devil and his temptations that we meet along 
the way. We must “…pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, and gentleness” (1 Tim 6:11). Flee 
childish desires, and instead pursue things that are right and beneficial for your walk with God.    
 

When we put on Christ we become a vessel for Him. We become like the plastic bins that were empty. If 
we pursue the things that are acceptable to God, it will be easier to flee the things that will lead us down 
a path of destruction. Don’t pack your life with the nonessentials, and don’t follow a path of ungodly 
temptations. Instead choose fill yourself with the things that are needed to show His works through us. 
Be a vessel – a plastic tub even – for Him.  


