
 

Where We Meet 
1017 S. 2nd St. (Old Hwy. 367) 
Cabot, AR 72023 
 

When We Meet 
Sunday 
Bible Classes – 9:00 am 
Worship – 10:00 am, 5:00 pm 
Wednesday 
Bible Classes – 7:00 pm 
 

Our Elders 
R.D. Hopper 
Norman Kemper 
 

Our Deacons 
Troy Hunter 
Kelly Kendall 
Tony Ramick 
 

Our Preacher 
Alex Hale 

I don’t believe God caused this pandemic, but He’s allowed it, and maybe He can use it to 
accomplish His purposes. I wrote a list of nine blessings from this experience: 
 
1. Psalm 39:4, “Indeed remind me how frail I am.” A recent conversation I overheard in line at 
the store was a comment about all the folks with masks. The comment was that people 
should be concerned about saving their souls instead of worrying about their bodies. It is 
a blessing that keeps us humble to remind us indeed how frail we are! 
 
2. Psalm 127:3, “Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD…” Because of this pandemic, 
I’ve had more time than ever to spend with my wife and children. Tons of time together. 
Family meals (when is the last time you ate together at the table as a family more than 
once a week, if then?). Family games. Monopoly tonight. Phase Ten tomorrow night. 
When’s the last time my wife has given me a haircut? Never. Not anymore. I attended, at 
the age of 66, my first rolling birthday party in the form of a parade of sixteen cars with 
balloons flying for a nephew’s son of mine who was in the yard to watch. Do you think 
he will ever forget that birthday? As I’ve walked my dog down the block I’ve witnessed 
full families walking and playing together. I have lived on my block for over thirty years 
and have never seen that before. I have seen people decorate their driveways and the 
street with Bible verses and words of encouragement. Is that not a blessing? 
 
3. Psalm 46:10, “Be still, and know that I am God.” This pandemic has allowed me, and 
hopefully you, significantly more time to focus on God. His love. His power. His 
longsuffering. His care. His comfort. One of my most valuable possessions that I see 
every day was made by one of my children over 25 years ago. It’s made of four popsicle 
sticks glued together with a Bible verse on the inside. The verse? Acts 17:27, “God is not 
far from us.” 
 
4. Luke 21:19, “By your patience possess your souls.” I’m not the most patient person in the 
world, but I have learned a thing or two about lines. Ninety minutes to get strawberries. 
Lines at the pharmacy. Lines at the restaurant. Lines to get a haircut. Lines everywhere! It 
has actually been a good thing for me. Helping me learn patience. 
 
5. James 4:8, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” Are you closer to God now 
than, say, eight weeks ago? Have you thought about Him more? Have you tried to be 
closer to Him and more like Jesus in every aspect of your life now maybe more than a 
couple months ago? 
 
6. 1 John 2:16-17, “For all that is in the world … is passing away.” There are a lot of outside 
things that take up our time and our minds. In the long run, now that we have done 
without many of them, they don’t seem as important as what we perhaps thought 
previously. These things have come to a screeching halt. The filth that Hollywood puts 
out on a weekly basis. Nope. Movie theaters are empty. Production has stopped. Works 
for me. Don’t get me wrong, but in the grand scheme of things, how important are 
sports? They’re gone overnight. I love sports. I really enjoy ball games, but do you know 
what else has stopped? Going to the little league games and forsaking the assembly to 
worship God on Sundays. Letting sports be the most important thing in our lives, and 
our kids’ lives … gone. Overnight. Perhaps none of it will ever be the same. This 
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“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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“I shall always be ready to remind you of these things…”  (2 Peter 1:12) 

Blessings from the Coronavirus? [2] 
By David Brown 
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             and articles available  
             online 

         cabotwestsidechurchofchrist.com 

Subscribe to receive a  
daily Bible reading guide  
in your email 
westside.substack.com 
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2020 Bible Reading Plan 
 
 
 

Readings for This Week 

q Monday – Acts 15 
q Tuesday – Acts 16 
q Wednesday – Galatians 1 
q Thursday – Galatians 2 
q Friday – Galatians 3 
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pandemic has forced us to stop and see just how much time we spend on the truly unimportant vs. God and His word. 
 
7. 2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to show yourself approved…” Have you found yourself truly sitting down and studying God’s 
word more? Considering its place in your life? In your children’s lives? The lives of those you love and care about? Has it 
helped you to determine what is really important in life (Ecc 12:13; Mark 8:36)? 
 
8. Luke 10:25-37. This pandemic has given us all a significant amount of time to do things for other people. Writing 
cards. Sending texts. Talking on the phone or using FaceTime to send encouraging words. One brother called me twice 
and said, “I just wanted to hear your voice.” Checking on neighbors. Buying things at the store for others who can’t or 
won’t get out. Letting those elderly at home and in nursing homes know you are there and that you care. The list goes 
on and on. Plenty of time to do that. What a blessing! 
 
9. Psalm 30:5, “Weeping may endure for a night, But joy comes in the morning.” This too shall pass. What a blessing and joy it is 
to be here this morning with those of like precious faith … those who have the same goals and principles that you do … 
those who love you. For weeks this building remained empty. But not anymore! 
 

News & Notes 
•  There is a large box in the lobby filled with personal items including blankets, 

Bibles, and other books. If any of this is yours, please get it and take it home. 
•  Please take personal belongings with you after services. This makes things  

easier for the ladies who are cleaning each week, and also helps make our  
seating as flexible as possible during this time of spacing and social distancing. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

•  Please throw your trash away as you leave. This includes used communion 
supplies. There are trash cans by each exit door. 

•  Harold West received good reports from recent medical tests. 
•  Bobby and Sandra Comer left today for Sandra’s appointments in Florida.  
•  Wednesday Bible class will be live streamed via Facebook. 
•  There will be an online Bible study Thursday at 7:30 PM on Zoom. 

10:00 Sermon Notes 
 

CONTINUAL REORIENTATION IN AN EVER CHANGING LIFE 
(An Overview of the Psalms) 

•  There is one _________ in life, and that is ________, 2 Cor 4:18; Ecc 3:1 
    - Challenges can come when we _______ _________ them, Ecc 9:11 
    - They can come in many forms, Prov 23:5; Ecc 12:3-5; 2 Cor 4:16;  
        Job 29:1-2, 5 

We see ______ and __________ 
•  This cuts to the ______ 
•  It is a feeling of _________ 
•  The challenge includes that 

of the _________ 
•  What can we learn? 
    - We can talk to God about  
       __________ 
    - Saying how we feel offers  
       _________, 55:22; 1 Pet 5:7 
 

Psalms to reference: 
6:2-3; 22:14-15; 6:6-7; 42:3; 57:4; 
13:1-2, 5-6; 88:18 

“…our life of faith consists in 
moving with God in terms of: (a) 
being securely oriented; (b) being 
painfully disoriented; and (c) being 
surprisingly reoriented.” 
Walter Brueggemann 

DISORIENTATION 
(e.g. Psalm 6) 

We are __________ and _______, 
145:18-19  
•  We see God’s ___________ 
•  We believe God’s ___________ 
•  We ________ spiritually 
Psalms to reference: 
8:3-8; 19:1-2; 33:8-9; 16:6; 37:9, 11, 29, 
25; 16:7, 11; 33:4-5; 37:6; 1:3; 15:5; 16:8; 
37:3-5 

ORIENTATION 
(e.g. Psalm 1) 

We feel a __________ 
•  God is good but we still see 

_______ in the world 
•  God is still ___ __________, 

103:19 
    - He has not left the _______  
       to _______ 
    - He will not leave ____ in the  
       _____ 
 

Psalms to reference: 
96:10; 97:1; 99:1; 23:5; 146:7; 103:3-4, 
5, 12; 30:1-4; 34:1-4; 40:1-3; 30:6 

REORIENTATION 
(e.g. Psalm 5) 


