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             Spearfish, South Dakota. January 1943. A weather phenomena   
             called the Chinook winds hit Spearfish, raising the temperature  
             from —4° to 45° – a swing of 49 degrees in just … two minutes! 

 

             Loma, Montana. In 24 hours this location experienced the widest 
             temperature range ever recorded – an incredible 103 degrees. On 
             January 15, 1972 the temperature jumped from —54° to 49° … in 
             just 24 hours. 

 

             Things change. It’s the nature of life. 
 

                “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a 
                city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit’; whereas you do not 
                know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor 
                that appears for a little time and then vanishes away” (James 4:13-14). An  
             unexpected loss. A surprise diagnosis. A financial reversal. If 

someone had told any of us that March 15 would be our last assembly as a congregation until 
May, would we have believed them? Life is a journey with many unpredictable elements and 
that is precisely why I believe James warns us not to take too much for granted, to get away 
from arrogant schemes and plans that simply do not take the Lord into account. 
 

“Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that’” (James 4:15). The events 
of our lives may be uncertain, but one thing is sure – through all of life’s unexpected 
moments, our God will never leave us. He is the one constant throughout life (Heb 13:5; 
Deut 31:6). 
 

The coronavirus? It sure has changed things, hasn’t it? We call it a terrible disease, and it is. A 
tragedy. A crisis. And this disease (or pandemic as it is being called) has shaken all of us in 
ways big and small. 
 

They say every cloud has a silver lining. We say, “But what can be positive about a ravaging 
disease that has forced a different way of life for so many – that has taken loved ones by the 
thousands and cost them their lives?” I agree. There is nothing positive there. However, I 
submit to you that tragedy and crisis of any kind are magnifiers. They are circumstances that 
force our hand and shine a bright light on underlying situations we might have otherwise 
ignored or dismissed. 
 

There is, I believe, a silver lining in this very dark COVID-19 cloud. Can you not sense a 
greater hunger for substance, both in our personal lives as well as in our professional 
pursuits? I’m sure you’ve noticed more people than ever before are inquiring about others. 
Their health. Checking in more frequently on the phone. Or email. Do you know what else 
I’ve noticed? There seems to be a renewed openness to spiritual conversations with people 
who might otherwise never consider darkening the door of a church. 
 

In Mark 10:46-52, there is a blind man. He saw who Jesus really was, though he couldn’t see. 
Maybe this story is a reminder that God often speaks to us through His word, but we miss 
His voice because we’re looking in the wrong place, or maybe we’re not listening to Him at 
all. 
 

Through all the strife and strain, the horror of it all, maybe through this pandemic God is 
inviting everyone to take inventory of what’s really important in life. He has graciously 
provided us with an opportunity to become reacquainted with our families. The loss of many 
freedoms we have always taken for granted, I believe, is fostering a newfound appreciation of 
the luxuries we enjoy in our normal, everyday living. I don’t believe God caused this 
pandemic, but He has allowed it, and maybe, just maybe, He can use it to accomplish His 
purposes. 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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“I shall always be ready to remind you of these things…”  (2 Peter 1:12) 

Blessings from the Coronavirus? [1] 
By David Brown 

             Sermon audio/notes  
             and articles available  
             online 

         cabotwestsidechurchofchrist.com 

Subscribe to receive a  
daily Bible reading guide  
in your email 
westside.substack.com 

 Like and follow us  
 on social media for  
 updates 

facebook.com/cabotwestside 

WESTSIDE 
CHURCH 

OF 
CHRIST


