
Stealing Can Come In Many Forms ... But It Is Still Stealing! 
By Alex Hale 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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“I shall always be 
ready to remind 

you of these 
things…”   
2 Peter 1:21 

              The Norman Rockwell illustration to the left shows a lady 
               buying a fresh turkey for Thanksgiving. Both she and the 
              butcher are focused intently on the weighing of this turkey. 
              When you look at their hands, you see why. He is pushing  
              down on the scales, while she is pushing up. They both  
              have in mind getting the best of the other. This illustrates 
              the attitude of many about stealing. Both the lady and the  
              butcher would take offense if  someone called them a thief. 
              The lady would likely never rob a bank and the butcher  
              would likely never steal a car. However, neither of them 
              saw a problem with a little deception that would make a 
              few more cents for one or save a few cents for the other. 
              When it comes to the command not to steal (Ex 20:15; Eph 
              4:28), many of us agree that it is a fine commandment. We 

just don’t think it applies to us! 
 
Stealing can come in many varieties, but essentially it is taking something that does not 
belong to you. We see on the news that a convenience store has been robbed or read in the 
paper that a family’s house has been ransacked while they were on vacation, and we can 
empathize because many of us have had things stolen from us. Before we consider ourselves 
completely innocent in this regard, however, consider some other examples. I am reminded 
of the old man who used to take Sweet-N-Low packets from the coffee counter at my 
parents’ store. After all, they were free, right?!? Well, what about that? What about taking 
extra soap or shampoo, or a towel, at a hotel? Do any of you have pens at home (or in your 
pocket right now) that belong to your employer? What about keeping the change when a 
cashier gives you too much? Have you ever copied software or music illegally to share with 
someone? Though we might think, “Well, everybody does that,” or, “Those things will never 
hurt anyone,” those actions are stealing. Whether we deem it big or small, stealing is taking 
something that is not yours, and those things are not yours. 
 
Stealing can also take a non-material form. A student cheating, copying answers from 
another student, is a form of stealing. Laziness or not giving an honest day’s work for an 
honest day’s pay is a form of theft. It is estimated that Americans waste more than 20% of 
the time they spend at work. Mark Roberts writes, “A modern day updating of an old 
proverb speaks to this: ‘A little checking of the email, a little twittering, a little folding of the 
hands around the mouse, and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an 
armed man’” (see Pro 6:10-11). Our employers pay us to do a job and when we fail to do 
that job to the best of our ability, we are in essence taking money that we have not earned. 
 
I am convinced that the reason people will not steal $1,000 when they will steal 25 cents is 
not because of their principles, but because of the consequences. Simply put, the 
consequences of stealing a large amount are considerably greater than stealing a small 
amount. However, Jesus spoke to one’s principles when He said, “He who is faithful in what 
is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in 
much” (Luke 16:10). 


