
 

Where We Meet 
1017 S. 2nd St. (Old Hwy. 367) 
Cabot, AR 72023 
 

When We Meet 
Sunday 
Bible Classes – 9:00 am 
Worship – 10:00 am, 5:00 pm 
Wednesday 
Bible Classes – 7:00 pm 
 

Our Elders 
R.D. Hopper 
Norman Kemper 
 

Our Deacons 
Troy Hunter 
Kelly Kendall 
Tony Ramick 
 

Our Preacher 
Alex Hale 

Mike Ireland has written, “Jesus’ prayers did not cover everything and touch on 
nothing. He prayed for specifics.” I don’t know about you, but sometimes I feel like 
my prayers are a mile wide and an inch deep. As I communicate with the Father, I 
often move from subject to subject with little depth and focus. To help us develop 
more focus, it might be helpful to write out a prayer list. I mentioned this briefly in 
last week’s sermon, but I want to consider it more fully in this space. 
  

We need to pray for ourselves. This would certainly include our physical needs (Matt 
6:11), but would also encompass spiritual concerns such as the forgiveness of sins 
(Matt 6:12). Perhaps we have a particular spiritual need, such as patience or wisdom 
(Matt 7:7). It could be that we just need to pray for God’s help as we seek to 
personally grow to be more like Christ. 
  

We need to pray for our family. Some of this involves self, as we pray for help in 
becoming a more devoted spouse, parent, or child. However, we also need to mention 
the needs of our family members. Pray for their health and physical comforts, but do 
not forget to pray for their spiritual growth. 
  

We need to pray for this church. Scripture is full of examples of brethren praying for 
brethren (Phil 1:9-11; Col 1:9-12). Let us pray for love and unity (Jn 12:35; 
17:20-21). Pray that you might find a role and be useful in that role (Rom 12:3-8; 1 
Cor 12:12-27). Pray that others might glorify God in their roles. We should also be 
able to go to our brethren so that they can pray for our sins (Jas 5:16; 1 Jn 5:16). 
  

We need to pray for our community and nation. Even if you do not agree with civil 
leaders, scripture instructs disciples to pray on their behalf (1 Tim 2:1-2). There is a 
potential blessing that can come with this, namely that we can lead tranquil and 
quiet lives in our service to God. Certainly praying for national repentance would be 
warranted (Psa 33:12; Prov 14:34). In today’s world, prayers for the physical health 
and economic stability of the nation are needed. I might personally add that in a 
nation of extremes, a simple prayer for some common sense seems to be well within 
bounds. 
  

We need to pray for unbelievers. Pray for their salvation (Rom 10:1). This is more 
than a generic “help something to be said or done that will help them see the error of 
their ways before it’s everlastingly too late.” While such a prayer may soothe our 
conscience, it places no responsibility upon us as Christians. We should be praying 
for opportunities to share the gospel with them! 
  

We need to pray for the sick. It is perfectly acceptable and even expected that we 
would pray for their physical health to be restored. However, more importantly is 
prayer for their spiritual well-being (Jas 5:14-16). 
  

If you try to cover all of this in one prayer, that may seem like an overwhelming task. 
Writing a list can help with this. As a side point, keeping a list may also help you to 
see more clearly God’s answers to your prayers. It might also help to employ a prayer 
strategy. This might not look the same for everyone, but consider the following: 
•  Pray for self on Monday. 
•  Pray for your family on Tuesday. 
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“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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“I shall always be ready to remind you of these things…”  (2 Peter 1:12) 

Focused, Strategic Prayer 
By Alex Hale 

             Sermon audio/notes  
             and articles available  
             online 

         cabotwestsidechurchofchrist.com 

Subscribe to receive a  
daily Bible reading guide  
in your email 
westside.substack.com 

 Like and follow us  
 on social media for  
 updates 

facebook.com/cabotwestside 
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2020 Bible Reading Plan 
 
 
 

Readings for This Week 

q Monday – John 21 
q Tuesday – Acts 1 
q Wednesday – Acts 2 
q Thursday – Acts 3 
q Friday – Acts 4 
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•  Pray for the church on Wednesday. 
•  Pray for the community and nation on  

Thursday. 
•  Pray for unbelievers on Friday. 
•  Pray for the sick on Saturday. 
Mark Copeland suggests an even simpler  
prayer strategy: pray for your family in the  
morning, pray for the church at noon, and  
pray for the community in the evening. 
  

These are simply suggestions that might  
help to offer your prayers some guidance  
and direction. Prayer is not a “one size fits  
all” subject. The important thing … is that  
we pray! 

News & Notes 
•  Thanks to everyone for their patience during this difficult time. Be 

looking for updated information from the elders very soon. 
•  Wednesday Bible class will be live streamed via Facebook. Resources  

will be emailed and posted to the website prior to Wednesday. You  
can download and print them, and they will go with the lesson. 
•  There will be an online Bible study Thursday at 7:30 PM through 

Zoom. It will cover the book of James.   
•  Even though our face-to-face meetings are currently limited, you can 

access information through our website, daily blog, and Facebook. 
•  Please reach out if you have needs! We would be happy to assist you! 

10:00 Sermon Notes 
 

PLANTING SEEDS IN OUR OWN LIVES 
Bible Study: Lesson One 

•  Good study remains 
____________ 

    - The text tells us what to do,  
       not the other way around! 
 

3. After you study, _____ into  
     ___________ what you have  
     learned, Heb 5:14; Jas 1:22-25 

•  We are in a battle for the 
survival of our soul, Eph 6:12-13 
•  We have the ultimate 

__________ ______, Psa 19:10-11 
    - We often struggle to use it 
 

WHY STUDY GOD’S WORD? 
•  Needs to be more than a 

___________ ____________ 
   - Reading and study have a  
      _________, 2 Tim 2:15; Psa 119:11,  
       25, 130 
•  God’s word gives us 

______________, Mt 4:4; Deut 8:3 

    - _____ for the immature, 1 Pet  
        2:2-3; Mt 5:6; Ac 20:32 
    - _____ for the mature, Heb  
        5:13-6:1 
 

HOW DO WE STUDY? 
1. Before you study, _____ for it 
•  This includes following a 

disciplined schedule 
•  This may require eliminating 

some things 
•  We will find time for that 

which is ____________ to us 
 

2. While you study, do it  
     _______ 
•  Good study uses the ________, 

Ac 17:11; 2 Tim 4:2 
•  Good study sees the _____ 

__________ 

Self 
Physical needs 

Forgiveness 
Personal growth 

 

Family 
Spouse 
Children 

Peace & health 
Spiritual growth 

 

Church 
Love and unity 
Spiritual growth 

Your role 
The role of others 

Community  
& Nation 

Leaders 
National repentance 

Health 
Common sense 

 

Unbelievers 
Salvation 

The work of teachers 
Opportunity to share 

 

The Sick 
Health 

Spiritual strength 

“the just shall live by faith.” 
Hab 2:4; Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11;  

Heb 10:38 
From where does this  
faith come? Rom 10:17  

Suggestions for reading 
and study: 

§ Read a text __________ 
_________ 

   - Identify ___________ 
   - Write down ______  
      _________ 
   - Make a basic _________ 
§ Read _____ _______, Col 

4:16; 1 Ths 5:27; Rev 1:3 


