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Such suffering can come in a variety of forms. In speaking to the church in 
Smyrna about their tribulation, Jesus mentions at least three kinds of suffering 
(Revelation 2:9-10). 
  

1. Poverty. We understand that financial success is often directly related to “who you 
know.” Jews had built up relationships with other Jewish businessmen and patrons 
(as well as with the Romans). Pagans had established ties with others who shared 
their beliefs and interests. This left the Christians on the outside looking in. Many of 
the major aspects of life in first-century Asia Minor were tied to the predominant 
idolatrous religions of the day (specifically emperor worship). Assimilation would 
have been financially advantageous to the Christians, but refused to participate in the 
pagan sacrifices, rituals, and celebrations. As a result, though the society may have 
been thriving financially, Jesus’ followers were not. Yet, in spite of their poverty, Jesus 
says that they were rich. Though earthly riches can be a blessing, there are times 
when we must be willing to forsake those things to stand up for what is right. It is 
better to suffer for what is right than to have earthly success but forsake godly 
principles. 
  

2. Slander. With regards to Smyrna, Jesus speaks of the harassment which came at 
the hands of the Jews. In the mind of the Lord, these Jews have forfeited their right 
to be called God’s chosen because they have rejected Jesus and are now working as 
Satan’s agents. It is likely that in first-century Asia Minor (particularly in Smyrna and 
Philadelphia), some of the greatest opposition for the Christian churches came from 
the Jewish community. This would have followed a pattern which began in the early 
days of the church (Acts 9:23; 13:45, 50; 14:19; 17:5, 13; 20:19). One of the main 
tactics used by the Jews was slander, as they worked to gin up a distrust of Christians 
by the Roman authorities. It is believed that early disciples were accused of a range of 
behaviors, including cannibalism, orgies, incest, atheism, and treason. Even today, 
people use unwholesome speech as an effective means to malign those who would 
follow Jesus. Because of our commitment to the timeless truths of scripture, we are 
labeled as narrow-minded bigots who are out of touch with the times. Jesus taught 
that having people speak evil falsely against you for His sake was a blessing and a 
sign of one’s faithfulness (Matthew 5:11-12; Luke 6:26). 
  

3. Physical harm, including death. Jesus does not always promise that the suffering 
will get better in this life. Yet Jesus urged His followers to remain faithful, even to the 
point of death (2:10). Christians in first-century Asia Minor are not the only ones to 
experience such persecution. Around the world today, those who profess faith in 
Jesus are the victims of religiously motivated violence and oppression. 
  

What can we do? 
 

1. Recognize that persecution is not just something that happens “over there.” The 
violent persecutions experienced by brethren, both in first-century Asia Minor and 
around the world today, began with intolerance. In the judgment of this writer, this is  
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“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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“I shall always be ready to remind you of these things…”  (2 Peter 1:12) 
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2020 Bible Reading Plan 
 
 
 

Readings for This Week 

q Monday – John 19 
q Tuesday – Matthew 28 
q Wednesday – Mark 16 
q Thursday – Luke 24 
q Friday – John 20 
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where our country finds itself today. America is becoming increasingly hostile to Christians. 
 

2. Don’t expect the government to save the day. Governments should be an authority for good (Romans 13:1-4), but 
this is not always the case. Just as Satan used the worldly power of the Roman Empire to do his bidding, he can 
find support for his “war on the saints” in today’s earthly powers. Even governments established on principles of 
righteousness can stray from such foundations. Though at this point our government mostly protects our religious 
liberties, our government also sanctions and even promotes all kinds of immoral behaviors. Furthermore, many 
who are in power seek to end religious freedoms that do not align with their own personal views. We must be 
ready to stand alone against unrighteousness if and when our society completely loses its way (Ephesians 5:7-11; 
Philippians 2:14-16). 
  

3. Find our hope in the One seated upon the throne. All that the first-century Christians could see was suffering, and 
it was going to get worse economically, politically, and socially. As we look at our world, this may be what we see 
as well. Yet when we look at things from a heavenly perspective, we see something different (4:1-11). God’s throne 
supersedes the thrones of men. A heavenly perspective of world events will not reveal a president or military leader 
ruling the world, but rather God firmly in control of both heaven and earth.  
                 [originally written for GROW, an e-magazine edited by Sean Cavender – growmagazine.site] 

News & Notes 
•  LAST CALL to send in a picture or video! Do it today! 
•  Wednesday Bible class will be live streamed via Facebook. Resources  

will be emailed and posted to the website prior to Wednesday. You  
can download and print them, and they will correspond with the  
lesson. 
•  There will be an online Bible study Thursday at 7:30 PM through 

Zoom. It will cover the book of James.   
•  Even though our face-to-face meetings are currently limited, you can 

access information through our website, daily blog, and Facebook. 
•  Please reach out if you have needs! We would be happy to assist you! 

10:00 Sermon Notes 
 

PLANTING SEEDS IN OUR OWN LIVES 
Prayer: Lesson Four (Putting Theory Into Practice) 

PRACTICAL STEPS TO A MORE 
EFFECTIVE PRAYER LIFE 
1. ______________ Prayers, Neh  
    2:4-5; 1 Chr 5:20; Lk 6:12-13; Ac  
    7:60; 8:22-24  
•  Whenever and wherever 

needed, Ac 6:6; 12:5; 13:2-3 
•  Helps build a disposition to 

pray in every circumstance 
2. ___________ Prayers, Ps 55:17;  
    Dan 6:10; Ac 3:1 

•  Only spontaneous can  
become __________ 
•  Having a set time develops 

prayer as a true discipline 
3. Pray _______, Mt 6:5-6; 14:23 
4. Pray ______ ________ 
•  Strength comes from doing 

things together, Ecc 4:9-12;  
Prov 27:17; Mt 18:19-20 

WE WILL NOT BE _________ 
WITHOUT A STRONG PRAYER 
LIFE 
•  Prayer is a part of spiritual 

___________, 1 Tim 4:8 
    - Bible heroes were people of  
       prayer, Ps 27:8-11 
    - Spiritual leaders taught | 
       about prayer, Lk 11:1-4; 1 Ths  
        5:17; Rom 12:12; Eph 6:17-18; Col  
        4:2; 1 Tim 2:1-2 
•  Prayer is often ____________ 
    - No exercise? No maximum  
      __________ strength 
    - No prayer? No maximum  
      __________ strength  
 

PRAYER DOES NOT HAVE TO 
BE _______ TO BE EFFECTIVE 

•  There are conditions to 
effective prayer 

    - Few of them address the  
      words; they all address the  
       ________ 
•  Jesus taught against drawn-

out elaborate prayers, Mt 6:7 
    - Such were a custom of the  
       pagans, 1 Kg 18:26; Ac 19:34 
    - No matter how eloquent,  
       our prayer is still  
       __________, Ps 106:2; Rom 8:26 
•  Our prayers should be 

sincere, pertinent, and direct 
    - It may be helpful to _______  
       a prayer _____ 
    - It may be helpful to use a  
      prayer __________ 


