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In his book, Five Cries of Youth, Merton Strommen asserts that the loudest cry 
of young people is their need to be accepted or loved. As we think about our 
youth, do we not find that to be true? Many times our self-worth was tied to 
the opinions of others. Perhaps this is why you wore your hair a certain way 
or dressed according to the trends of the day. Young people often struggle 
because of an inferiority complex which stems from the idea that no one loves 
or appreciates them. We long to be loved and accepted. 
  

This particular “cry” does not leave us as we get older. This is why as adults 
we still have a tendency to say and do things in an effort to impress, or gain 
the approval of, others. I certainly do not mean to rain on anyone’s parade, 
but Jesus warns us that if we follow Him, we should expect exactly the opposite 
of love and admiration. Just a few hours before His arrest, Jesus told His 
disciples, “If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because 
you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates 
you” (John 15:19). 
  

Suffering comes when one follows Christ. Jesus’ words in John 15 are not 
the only time the Bible tells us to expect persecution (see also Matthew 24:9; 
Philippians 1:29; 1 Thessalonians 3:3-4; 2 Timothy 3:12; 1 Peter 4:12-13). In 
spite of what many in the religious world may tell you, Jesus did not teach a 
prosperity gospel, but a gospel including persecution. We should not be 
surprised when it comes. The Lord said, “If they persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you” (John 15:20). 
  

Nowhere is this more evident than in the book of Revelation. John makes it 
clear to the brethren in Asia Minor that their profession of faith was the cause 
of their suffering. As he writes, the apostle had been exiled to Patmos, an 
island in the Aegean Sea roughly 60 miles from his home in Ephesus. He 
states that he had been placed there “on account of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus” (1:9). In that same verse, John calls himself a “partner in the 
tribulation.” This meant that the brethren in Asia Minor would be tried and 
persecuted for the same cause as John – the cause of Christ (2:10; 6:9; 20:4). 
  

John calls for their faithfulness by highlighting Jesus’ own suffering. Jesus 
refers to Himself as the “faithful … witness” (3:14; cf. 19:11), a term used in 
Revelation to refer to martyrdom (2:13). When John sees Jesus in the throne 
room, he sees a Lamb standing as though it had been slain (5:6), an image 
which takes the reader back to Jesus as the suffering servant led as a lamb to 
the slaughter (Isaiah 53:7). If Jesus was treated in such a fashion, His 
followers should not expect any different. 
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“I shall always be ready to remind you of these things…”  (2 Peter 1:12) 
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This parable 
addresses prayer, 
but the issue is the 

content of the heart 

10:00 Sermon Notes 
 

PLANTING SEEDS IN OUR OWN LIVES 
Prayer: Lesson Three (Luke 18:9-14) 

2020 Bible Reading Plan 
 
 
 

Readings for This Week 

q Monday – John 17 
q Tuesday – Matthew 27 
q Wednesday – Mark 15 
q Thursday – Luke 23 
q Friday – John 18 
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The persecution comes from an enemy who has been defeated. Satan is identified as the one behind 
the suffering (12:9). Satan continuously worked to oppose the purposes of God in Christ. He desired to 
devour Jesus at birth (12:4; Matthew 2:16). When he was unable to do so, he sought to defeat the Lord 
through temptation (Matthew 4). When that did not work, he sought to stop the Savior through physical 
death (Hebrews 2:14). However, the resurrection dealt Satan a blow from which he could never recover. 
  

Because of what Christ has done, the power of Satan has been limited (John 12:31; 16:11; Genesis 3:15). 
Though Satan was able to stand before God as the accuser (Job 1:6, 9-11; Zechariah 3:1), there is no 
longer any place for him to accuse the faithful (12:10). All that is left for him is the earth (12:12). We 
cannot miss this, however – though he has been defeated, Satan continues to fight (1 Peter 5:8). He 
unleashes his fury against those who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Christ. 
His main supports in this cause are often those with political or even religious power (13). Certainly this 
was true in the days of the first century church, which was persecuted and martyred. The same holds true 
today.                 [originally written for GROW, an e-magazine edited by Sean Cavender – growmagazine.site] 

News & Notes 
•  Wednesday Bible class will be live streamed via Facebook. Resources  

will be emailed and posted to the website prior to Wednesday. You  
can download and print them, and they will correspond with the  
lesson. 
•  There will be an online Bible study Thursday at 7:30 PM through 

Zoom. It will cover the book of James.   
•  Even though our face-to-face meetings are currently limited, you can 

access information through our website, daily blog, and Facebook. 
•  Please reach out if you have needs! We would be happy to assist you! 

2. The tax collector __________  
    himself to no one else 
•  His focus is on getting 

__________ right with God 
•  His prayer is ____________ in 

nature 
    - “God, be merciful to me the  
       sinner” 
 

THE PARABLE ENDS WITH A 
____________ IN JUDGMENT 
•  Such was common with 

Jesus, 1:51-53; 6:20-26; 14:11; 
15:11-32; 16:19-31 
•  We must be careful how we 

view ourselves! 

•  People often see themselves 
through _____________ lenses 

    - We can think more ________  
       of ourselves than we should 
 

WHAT IS OUR ATTITUDE 
TOWARD OURSELVES? 
1. The Pharisee ___________ in  
    his own ___________ 
•  His prayer is _______________ 
    - There is no _____________  
       toward God, 11:2 
    - He emphasizes his own  
       achievement 
•  His prayer is ______________ 
    - Relying on one’s own  
       ________________ is wrong,  
        Ezek 33:13; 2 Cor 1:9 
    - _______ is wrong, Ps 10:4;  
        Prov 15:25; 16:18-19; 1 Tim 3:6 

    - __________ is wrong, 16:15;  
        Prov 20:6 
2. The tax collector  
    ____________ himself as a  
    _________ 
•  His prayer shows __________ 
•  His prayer shows __________ 
    - He understands his need for  
       ________, Dan 9:18; Ps 51:16-17;  
       Jas 4:6, 10; Mt 5:4; Isa 61:1-2 
 

WHAT IS OUR ATTITUDE 
TOWARD OTHERS? 
1. The Pharisee ________ ______  
    on others 
•  _____________ comes with 

pride, Prov 21:4, 24 
•  He was comparing himself to 

the _______ standard 


