
 

Where We Meet 
1017 S. 2nd St. (Old Hwy. 367) 
Cabot, AR 72023 
 

When We Meet 
Sunday 
Bible Classes – 9:00 am 
Worship – 10:00 am, 5:00 pm 
Wednesday 
Bible Classes – 7:00 pm 
 

Our Elders 
R.D. Hopper 
Norman Kemper 
 

Our Deacons 
Troy Hunter 
Kelly Kendall 
Tony Ramick 
 

Our Preacher 
Alex Hale 

Life is not like the fairy tales that we read our children. It seems that all children’s 
stories have one thing in common – they all have a happy ending that makes the 
reader feel good. We may love that as children, but many people grow up thinking 
life is going to be like that. They have ideas and expectations about the kind of family 
they are going to have, the kind of job they are going to have, the money they are 
going to make, and so on. However, it hardly ever works out that way. For most of us, 
our story ends up being written differently than we had planned. 
 

When you find out life is not a fairy tale, you need someone to blame. For many 
people, God seems like a convenient target. Society does this. If you are in a parking 
lot and you open your car door to get out, but the wind is so strong that it takes the 
door out of your hand and slams it into the car door right next to you, your insurance 
company will likely call this an “act of God.” Such is the term used by insurance 
adjusters and in courtrooms to describe a situation in which there is really no one to 
blame – so we blame God. Do you not find it interesting that, for the most part, 
society as a whole does not acknowledge God in any area of our lives – unless 
something goes wrong? Is it fair to just blame God whenever anything goes wrong? 
Could our suffering possibly come from something else? 
 

Some suffering we experience is because of our own poor decisions. It is hard for us to 
say that about ourselves, but be honest. If you are having difficulty in your marriage, 
is it possible that it is because of your own selfishness? If you are experiencing some 
health problems, could it be because you have not taken care of yourself? If you are 
experiencing financial struggles, is it possible that you were not wise in how you 
spent your money? Sometimes we blame God for our own choices and mistakes. 
 

Some suffering is because of decisions other people have made. It is not God’s fault – it 
is a choice that someone else has made, and you are paying a price for their 
selfishness. You are paying a price for their temper, or for their greed. You hurt 
because they hurt you. Your parents’ divorce … or your spouse being unfaithful … or 
your friend betraying you … those things happen and you are hurting because of a 
choice that someone else made. 
 

Some suffering is simply a matter of time and chance. Solomon explained this, writing, 
“Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread 
to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and chance 
happen to them all. For man does not know his time. Like fish that are taken in an evil net, and 
like birds that are caught in a snare, so the children of man are snared at an evil time, when it 
suddenly falls upon them” (Ecc 9:11-12). This shows us that not everything turns out 
right in this life (“under the sun”). We need to be looking to something more. 
 

Some suffering is because sin has entered the world. When Adam and Eve brought sin 
into the Garden of Eden, it knocked things out of whack. I do not mean that we 
inherit their sin, as Calvinists teach. However, we do inherit some temporal 
consequences (Gen 3:16-19). Jesus says that the rain falls on the just and the unjust 
(Matt 5:45). In other words, you can live righteously or you can live as a sinner, but 
you are going to get wet. We are all going to have blessings, and we are all going to 
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Lessons on Suffering [Part 1] 
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             Joseph’s  
                           righteous 
behavior was ____________, 
45:3; 50:15 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 

2020 Bible Reading Plan 
 
 
 

Readings for This Week 

q Monday – Matthew 22 
q Tuesday – Mark 12 
q Wednesday – Matthew 23 
q Thursday – Luke 20 
q Friday – Luke 21 
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have trouble. This is a promise from the Lord (John 16:33, 21-22). 
 

Some suffering is the result of a direct attack from the devil. Such was the case with Job. He was living a good life 
(Job 1:1-5). Then, we see a conversation between God and Satan (1:6-12). Satan says to God, “The only reason why 
Job is faithful is because You have put a hedge of protection around him. Let me slap him around a little and he 
will curse You to Your face.” Satan is challenging the entire creation that God has put into place. In essence, he was 
saying that the whole idea that God can love man and man can love God was not true. Basically, his thesis was that 
Job was not in it for the relationship; he was only in it for the rewards. God responds by allowing Satan to take 
Job’s health, money, and family, but not his life. Though I believe Satan’s power is much more limited in today’s 
world because of Jesus’ work, the fact remains that Satan still seeks ways to bring us over to his side (1 Pet 5:8). 
 

Some suffering cannot be explained. We simply do not know everything (Isa 55:8-9). Much of the book of Job is his 
search for an answer to the question, “Why is this happening?” In a sense, Job is asking this question for himself, 
but also for us. He asks the question “Why?” for the lady going through hard weeks of chemotherapy and 
radiation. He asks the question “Why?” for the woman who was sexually abused as a child. He asks the question 
“Why?” for the man who was just laid off from his job and is struggling to provide for his family. He asks the 
question “Why?” for the family that loses their son or daughter. He asks the question “Why?” for a nation 
struggling to grapple with the effects of a global pandemic. He asks the question “Why?” for you and for me. Yet in 
the book of Job, no reason for his suffering comes. In fact, God seems to ask Job more questions than He gives Job 
answers. 

News & Notes 
•  To help you receive timely information, please make sure that you  

have given us current contact information. You may update your  
information by calling Nellwyn Kemper (501-416-0516) or by email 
(info@cabotwestsidechurchofchrist.com). 
•  Wednesday Bible class will be live streamed via Facebook. Resources  

for adults and children will be emailed and posted to the website  
prior to Wednesday. You can download and print them, and they will  
correspond with the lesson. 
•  Even though our face-to-face meetings are currently limited, you can 

access information through our website, daily blog, and Facebook. 
•  Please reach out if you have needs! We would be happy to assist you! 

       temptation, Jas 1:13; 1 Cor  
        10:13; 2 Pet 2:9 
    - God _________ our _______  
       (through His _______),  
        Psa 119:105, 110 
 

WHY DO WE PRAY? 
1. __________ drives prayer, 5-10 
•  Awareness leads to 

_________, Heb 10:19-22 
•  God is _______ and _________ 

to respond, Phil 4:6, 19 
2. ________ drives prayer, 11-13 
•  We believe our heavenly 

Father will take care of us,  
Isa 49:15 

10:00 Sermon Notes 
 

PLANTING SEEDS IN OUR OWN LIVES 
Prayer: Lesson One (Luke 11:1-13) 

•  Prayer was an integral part of 
Jesus’ earthly life, Lk 3:21-22; 
5:16; 6:12; 9:16, 28-29 

    - Jesus was _______________  
       upon the Father 
    - If Jesus prayed often,  
       shouldn’t we?  
•  If prayer can be _________, 

prayer can be __________ 
 

HOW DO WE PRAY? 
1. _______ on the _________, 2 
•  Indicates a ___________  

_____________, Jn 1:12-13;  
Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6-7 
•  Indicates ___________ 

•  Indicates recognition of 
___________, Heb 12:9; Isa 52:5-6 

2. Pray for our ________ 
•  Pray for ___________, 3 
    - We labor, 2 Ths 3:10; 1 Tim 5:8 
    - Yet we know we are not  
       capable on our own, Jas 1:17 
•  Pray for _________, 4a 
    - Our sins must be dealt with,  
         1 Jn 1:9; Ac 8:22-24 
    - If we seek forgiveness, we  
       must also _________ it, Eph  
        4:31-32; Col 3:12-13; Jas 2:13 
•  Pray for ____________, 4b 
    - God can help us overcome 
 
 

Habits are like a cable. We 
weave a thread of it each 
day, and at last we cannot 
break it.        Horace Mann 


