
Revering the Name of God 
By Alex Hale 

Exodus 20:7, “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will 
not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.” 

~ 
     Names matter. Names carry with them meaning. I am sure that this is why so many 
celebrities have been known to change their names. For example, Marian Morrison did not 
think that name would work as an actor in westerns, so he changed his name to John 
Wayne. Another indication of the power of the name is seen in the products we buy. Some 
of those names are so well-known that they have become synonymous with the product. For 
example, most of us do not look for a “tissue” when we need to blow our nose – we look for 
a Kleenex. When we get a cut or scrape we look for a Band-Aid. When we want to wrap a 
gift we look for Scotch tape. In the south, when we want a soda of any flavor, we go to the 
Coke machine. Companies like these know the importance of names, and so they put 
trademarks on them so no one can use them incorrectly.  
     Names are important. This is why most parents take naming their children very seriously. 
We are not like Jim Hogg, who named his daughter “Ima.” (You’ll get that joke on your way 
home today!). You rarely run across a “Cain” or “Judas” or “Adolf,” because we associate 
those names with the evil actions of certain individuals. In the days of the Israelites, names 
held even greater significance, and of all names, the most revered was the name of God. 
     God revealed His name to Moses when He called the people of Israel out of Egypt (Ex 
3:13-14). God’s name signified His presence (Deut 12:5) and represented His action (Psa 
20:1; 43:1; Prov 18:10). Though scripture uses several names to describe different aspects 
of God’s character, the name which best describes God is the one found in Exodus 3. This is 
the name we translate as “Jehovah” or “Yahweh.” It means, “I am Who I am,” and is used 
over 6,500 times in the Bible. This term characterizes God as the eternal, omnipotent One 
Who has forever been and Who forever will be. 
     This was a name considered to be so holy that no Jew was permitted to speak it audibly. 
Originally the Hebrew scriptures were written with no vowels (only consonants). After a 
while, Jewish leaders were afraid that people would forget how to read the scriptures if  the 
vowels were not present, and so they added vowels. However, they did not move the original 
consonants because they felt like doing so would be sacrilegious. Instead, they used 
combinations of dots and comma-like markings called “jots and tittles” and inserted them 
around the original consonants. Hebrew writing with such markings is called “pointed 
Hebrew.” These are the markings Jesus referred to in Matthew 5:18. 
     When they were inserting these marks around the consonants that made up the Old 
Testament and came to the four consonants for the true name of God, “YHWH,” they felt 
that His name was too holy to disturb in any way. Because of this, they did not add any 
vowels there. Eventually the Jews did not even attempt to pronounce this name for fear thay 
they would profane it. When YHWH appeared in a passage of scripture, the reader would 
instead say “Lord.” This is why LORD appears in all caps in some English translations of the 
Old Testament. 
     What about our culture? Today, this reverence for the name of God seems to be 
nonexistent. God’s name is constantly used flippantly to express anger or surprise. You can 
hardly watch a movie, pick up a book, or listen to the radio without hearing God’s name 
used in a casual, irreverent way. That is our world. But what about us? 

[NEXT WEEK: HOW WE PROFANE THE NAME OF GOD AND WHY THIS MATTERS] 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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