
 

Where We Meet 
1017 S. 2nd St. (Old Hwy. 367) 
Cabot, AR 72023 
 

When We Meet 
Sunday 
Bible Classes – 9:00 am 
Worship – 10:00 am, 5:00 pm 
Wednesday 
Bible Classes – 7:00 pm 
 

Our Elders 
R.D. Hopper 
Norman Kemper 
 

Our Deacons 
Troy Hunter 
Kelly Kendall 
Tony Ramick 
 

Our Preacher 
Alex Hale 

In the midst of the fear and anxiety over what many are calling a global 
pandemic is the issue of worship. Many congregations have dismissed worship 
services. Others, including this one, have reduced the number of services and 
transitioned the bulk of instruction to online learning. This weekend, 
countless brethren all across this country will be worshipping from home. For 
how long, no one really knows. 
 
Luke 4:16 tells us that Jesus’ custom was to worship in the synagogue on the 
Sabbath. In our country, most people, including many who profess to be 
Christians, do not have the “custom” or habit of worship. To them, a church 
being closed or a service being cancelled is no big deal. That’s not how it is at 
Westside. Worship is important to us, and the idea that this custom would 
suddenly be changed makes us uncomfortable. Some may even wonder if such 
changes are authorized in scripture. While I recognize that not everyone will 
agree with my conclusions, I want to share some things for your 
consideration. 
 
Leviticus 13 introduces the idea of quarantine. God – not a government – is the 
one who first stated that the best way to prevent a contagious disease from 
spreading is to reduce social contact. Mosaic law required the isolation and 
testing of individuals who might be infected until a more definite diagnosis 
could be reached (Lev 13:4-8). When disciples follow government and medical 
advice to reduce social contact, this is not an expression of unbelief. 
Regardless of one’s thoughts about the severity of this virus, the equation is 
simple: the flatter the rate a viral infection progresses, the smaller the number 
of people who get sick and even die. If it is possible for us to contribute to 
that outcome through “social distancing,” we can and should do so. Such is an 
expression of wisdom and brotherly love. At least in our state, this is not, as 
some have said, an issue of government oppression (the Acts 5:29 argument), 
but an issue of safety. Just as we might cancel a service if a tornado were 
headed toward our building, our elders have made the decision to alter our 
services out of an abundance of caution. What if the tornado does not hit? We 
are thankful, but we do not second-guess the decision because we recognize 
the possibility of danger was there. 
 
2 Chronicles 30 emphasizes the value of worship, even in less than ideal 
circumstances. When Hezekiah became king of Judah, he sought to bring the 
people back to God. Chapter 29 reveals that Hezekiah’s efforts included 
cleansing the temple and restoring proper worship, including songs of praise 
and animal sacrifice. As chapter 30 begins, Hezekiah desires to keep the Feast 
of the Passover. There is a problem, however. It was deemed hopeless that the 
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Readings for This Week 

q Monday – Matthew 20 
q Tuesday – Matthew 21 
q Wednesday – Luke 19 
q Thursday – Mark 11 
q Friday – John 12 
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temple, priests, and people would be ready at the usual time for the celebration. Instead of waiting until 
the next year, it was resolved that the feast would be held a month later than usual. This was a provision 
which had been previously granted to certain individuals (Num 9:9-13), but never the entire nation. 
Furthermore, when they did observe the feast, many of the people ate even though they had not 
ceremonially cleansed themselves (2 Chr 30:17-18). Hezekiah recognized their deficiencies and prayed 
for God to pardon them (2 Chr 30:18-19). God listened to Hezekiah’s prayer. The people, and specifically 
the king, realized that what they were offering was not perfect, but rather than doing nothing, they 
offered something to God. He accepted it because their heart was right. While we may feel uncomfortable 
in our present circumstances, we take comfort in the fact that God knows our hearts. 
 
Acts 8 shows that brethren can, at times, meet in their homes. There are other New Testament references 
to churches meeting in homes (for example, Acts 5:42 and Romans 16:5). Acts 8 is particularly striking, 
however, because in this text it was a crisis which made such an arrangement necessary. A persecution 
caused the disciples to be scattered. Verse 3 explains where they ended up, at least for a period of time. 
We find that Saul “made havoc of the church, entering every house…” This tells us that during this time of 
trouble, the brethren were not congregating as one unit. Rather, they were meeting in homes. The 
decisions elderships are making with regards to our current situation are not without precedent. In the 
fall of 1918, the “Spanish flu” killed almost 700,000 in the United States and 50 million around the 
world. Churches across the country suspended their regular services based upon recommendations from 
health officials. M.C. Kurfees, minister of the Campbell Street church in Louisville, Kentucky, 
recommended that the members where he preached worship in their homes “as was sometimes done in 
the days of the apostles.” 
 
The actions being taken right now by elderships and churches across our country are not ideal, and 
everyone knows that. No true disciple is reveling in the fact that services are being dismissed. Yet I do not 
believe this to be an issue of government oppression (Acts 5:29) or of forsaking the assembly (Heb 
10:25). In making these decisions, the elders have allowed for a great deal of latitude and personal 
judgment on our part as members. Their decisions were not made lightly, and potential future decisions 
will not be made lightly either. Let us as a membership rally behind them, helping them to fulfill their 
role “with joy and not with grief ” (Heb 13:17). 

News & Notes 
•  To help you receive timely information, please make sure that you have given us current contact 

information. You may update your information by calling Nellwyn Kemper (501-416-0516) or by 
email (info@cabotwestsidechurchofchrist.com). 
•  Mike Stivers will be preaching this morning. There will be no evening service. 
•  There will be no service at the building on Wednesday. Bible class will be live streamed via Facebook 

and YouTube. For the next few Wednesdays, we are going to be studying Genesis 1-11. This week we 
will be studying the creation. Resources for children will be posted  
to the website prior to Wednesday. You can download and print  
them, and they will correspond with the lesson. 
•  Please be patient as we work to improve the quality of our video 

streaming. Thanks to Brent Hawley and Caden King for their work 
in making this a possibility. 
•  Remember that even though our face-to-face meetings are limited 

for the time being, you can access information through our website, 
daily blog, and Facebook videos.  
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