
 

Where We Meet 
1017 S. 2nd St. (Old Hwy. 367) 
Cabot, AR 72023 
 

When We Meet 
Sunday 
Bible Classes – 9:00 am 
Worship – 10:00 am, 5:00 pm 
Wednesday 
Bible Classes – 7:00 pm 
 

Our Elders 
R.D. Hopper 
Norman Kemper 
 

Our Deacons 
Troy Hunter 
Kelly Kendall 
Tony Ramick 
 

Our Preacher 
Alex Hale 

When a nation catches hold of fear, it can lead to panic. Immediately after the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt tried to calm the nation by saying, “The only thing 
we have to fear is fear itself.” And, now, the country is in panic mode again. It is not 
bombs from enemy planes, but an epidemic. For those who got this virus and for the 
families who have lost loved ones, this is very serious. Even though there have been 
many pleas to calm down and simply wash your hands, the fear that is racing through 
many communities seems to have lost a sense of reason and balance. Stories are told 
every day of people stockpiling supplies, others stealing masks from medical offices, 
and near hysteria if someone happens to cough in public. How bad will this get? Only 
the Lord knows. 
 

However, there are a few things that we know as well because of scripture. 
 

First, God is with us. He always has been. He hasn’t left us for this evil virus to take 
over. “I will never desert you” is a promise Jesus left with the apostles and a promise we 
find in the book of Hebrews. We do not travel this scary road alone. We remember that 
even though we journey through the valley of the shadow of death, God is with us. Fear 
and panic take our eyes off of the Lord. Fear and panic see the problems but not the 
Lord. We must remember that greater is He who is in us than he who is in the world. 
The “He” who is in us is God. The he who is in the world is Satan, fear, and everything 
against God. God is greater. God is greater than an epidemic. God is greater than any 
way. God is greater than Satan. 
 

Second, things might get worse before they get better. Already some schools are closing 
because of the virus. In time, some stores, restaurants, and even businesses may close 
for a while. Congregations will have to decide what to do about gathering together. In 
some communities, shepherds may decide not to assemble. Don’t judge. Don’t be cruel. 
This is time for lights to shine. Many people will go bonkers. This is a time to remind 
folks to pray. It’s a great time to share some passages with others. 
 

Third, we will not lose our souls because we miss a service or two. If you do not feel well, 
stay home. Guilt has driven sick people to church services for fear that they will lose 
their souls if they are not at every single service. So, people show up hacking and 
coughing and sneezing and feeling terrible. Why did they not stay home? They were 
fearful of being lost. Now, if we think this out, if a person might lose their soul because 
they miss a few services, then the opposite must be true. The opposite would mean I 
get to go to heaven because I have perfect attendance. That is nothing more than 
salvation by works. We are saved by God’s grace, not by our attendance record. Stay 
home if you do not feel well. Think about others. Coming sick makes others sick. This 
is how viruses are spread. 
 

Fourth, much of this panic is driven by secular hearts who see nothing beyond the door of 
death. What’s the worst thing that can happen? We get sick? We die? For the child of 
God, we’d get to be with the Lord. That’s where we want to be anyway. Jesus said not 
to fear the one who can kill the body and do no more. Disease can kill the body, but it 
can’t do anything more. It can’t kill love. It can’t kill our soul. It can’t kill our faith in 
the Lord. Of all people, the people of God ought to be calm during this fearful panic. If 
we stay, we serve the Lord. If we are taken, we are with the Lord. Either way, it’s win-
win. 
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10:00 Sermon Notes 
 

TRAVELING LIGHT 
Lesson Four: Distractions (Luke 10:38-42) 

UNDERSTANDING IT 
Setting: involves a great 
multitude, Mt 13:2; Mk 4:1; Lk 8:4 
•  Jesus’ ministry was ________, 

but many were not _________ 
in _________ things 

Explanation: 
•  Seed is the ______, Mk 4:14;  

Lk 8:11; Mt 4:23; Jas 1:21; 1 Pet 1:23 
•  Sower is the one __________ 
•  Soils are the people’s  _______ 
     - Wayside: hard, unresponsive 
     - Rocky: shallow, impulsive 
     - Thorny: divided, worldly 
     - Good: one who hears and bears  
        fruit, Col 1:5-6 

             Joseph’s  
                           righteous 
behavior was ____________, 
45:3; 50:15 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 

5:00 Sermon Notes 
 

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
(Matthew 13; Mark 4; Luke 8) 

2020 Bible Reading Plan 
 
 
 

Readings for This Week 

q Monday – Luke 17 
q Tuesday – John 11 
q Wednesday – Luke 18 
q Thursday – Matthew 19 
q Friday – Mark 10 

[continued from front page] 
Finally, this too shall pass. There have been plagues, famines, earthquakes, 
wars, and disasters throughout history. Many times the people thought that it 
was the worst ever. But in time, those things pass. Life picks up again. Normal 
returns. Some get hurt. Some die. Some are not touched at all. Joseph’s family 
was affected by a famine. The Jerusalem disciples were affected by a famine. 
Those things came and then they left. A greater concern is not whether or not 
we will get this virus, but what this virus will do to our spirits, souls, and 
hearts. Will it make us forget about God? Will it make us panic and believe the 
world is coming to an end? Will we get all worked up and worried? Will we 
stand firm because our faith is built upon the rock? Storms come. Winds blow. 
The water rises. Do we give up? Do we become worried? Do we throw in the 
towel on God? Do we look for lessons to be learned and people to help? All is 
well, because God remains upon the throne. All will be well, because God 
remains on the throne. 
 

•  To Jesus, what ______ did was 
most important, 41-42 

    - Martha had allowed something  
      good to get in the way of  
      something better 
    - Mary had chosen something of  
       _______ value, Deut 8:3; Jn 6:35 

WHAT DOES SITTING AT HIS 
FEET LOOK LIKE? 
•  Like Mary, we are _________,  

Mt 11:29 
    - We have His teaching available  
       through the ________ ______ 

•  This offers us __________ 
    - Spiritual ______________,  
        1 Pet 2:2; Heb 5:14 
    - ____________ with the Lord 
 

WHY DON’T WE SIT AT HIS 
FEET? 
•  Martha was __________ with 

all her preparations 
•  We become __________ by the 

demands of this life 
    - We end up like Martha 
•  Sitting at Jesus’ feet is 

something that Mary _______ 

WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT? 
•  To ________, it was _________ 

her guests, 38, 40 
    - She ________ Jesus, Jn 11:27-28 
    - Hospitality is a ______ quality,  
        Rom 12:13; 1 Tim 5:10; Ti 1:7-8 
    - There are, however, some  
       issues with Martha’s service,  
        40; 1 Pet 4:9 
•  To ______, it was ________ at the 

______ of _______, 39 
    - This is the role of a ________  
       __________ from a teacher,  
        Ac 22:3 
 

WHAT IS A PARABLE? 
•  A “___________ ____________”: 

a comparison of two things 
•  An “__________ story with a 

______________ meaning” 

From the beginning, mankind 
was designed to farm, Gen 2:15 
•  There are many lessons 

taught by farming 
    - ______ ______, 2 Tim 2:6 
    - _______________, Ecc 11:6 
    - _______ in God, Psa 104:14 
•  At least ten of Jesus’ 

parables involve agriculture 

JESUS’ USE OF PARABLES 
•  At least _____ of His recorded 

teaching 
•  Why? Mt 13:11; Mk 4:11; Lk 8:10 
    - To _______ truth to those  
       _________ to listen 
    - To _________ truth from  
       those with ___________  
       hearts 
 

THIS PARABLE IS THE KEY 
•  Helps us interpret __________ 

of other parables, Mk 4:13 
•  Helps us see __________ of 

parables 


