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As we read in Genesis about the life of Abraham, we find that God told him to 
go and he went. What enabled Abraham to do this? There was a conviction 
that what God told him was what he needed to do. He had faith in the 
promises that God made to him. He believed that God had his best interests 
at heart. These are things that caused him to go. This is what later caused him 
to be willing to sacrifice his son on an altar. It was a deeply-rooted belief that 
God knew what He was talking about. This may seem simplistic, but if we are 
honest, when we fail to obey the Lord, it may stem from a doubt that the 
Creator of the universe actually knows what He is talking about. 
 
We spend a lot of time talking about what the will of the Lord is. A lot of 
people get this puzzled look on their face like God’s will is something that 
they would never be able to understand. While there are complexities within 
the word of God, by in large we can figure it out. Unlike Abraham, we have 66 
books of the Bible. Unlike Abraham, we have a great church family all over 
who would do anything for us if we just asked. But like Abraham, we are faced 
with the same decision – when God speaks, will we listen? When God says to 
do something, will we do it? Or, do we sit around and wait on someone else 
to come along and convince us that what God already said was a pretty good 
idea? 
 
Let me expound on that thought for a moment. You have all heard the 
preacher tell the story about how he saw the bumper sticker that said, “God 
said it. I believe it. That settles it.” Of course, the lesson is that it should say, 
“God said it. That settles it,” regardless of whether or not we believe it. 
Sometimes I think many of us need a bumper sticker that says something like, 
“God said it. And momma and daddy made me, so I did it.” Or, “God said it, 
and the elders kept calling me, so I did it.” While it is good to have spiritual 
influences like parents, other relatives, elders, and other church members, 
ultimately spiritual maturity (and with it, spiritual contentment) is between 
you and God – and when God says something, you do it! 
 
Most of the time, if we are honest, there is no question as to whether or not it 
is right. Some may say, “Well, I just don’t know what I should be doing,” but 
we know. Young people, when your parents come in and tell you to clean your 
room, is there any doubt that this was the right thing to do before they told 
you? Of course not; you knew beforehand. Is there really a need for them to 
tell you twenty times? Of course not! Why is it that we have to have other 
people, imperfect people, tell us to do what we already know to do, because 
God has already told us in His word? So often our spiritual weakness is 
because there is a disconnect between us and God. Abraham did not have this 
disconnect. He was called the friend of God, because he trusted God and did 
what the Lord said to do.  

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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