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In many ways, the values of our society have definitely taken a nosedive over the past 
generation. However, in many cases the problem does not lie with a lack of values, but 
with a lack of virtue. Having values means that you know what is right. A value system 
begins with the admission that there is a standard of right and wrong. Virtue, though, 
takes it a step further. With virtue, one actually possesses the courage to do what is 
right. Consider the following examples: 
•  People may say that committing adultery is wrong. This demonstrates that they 

possess some values. However, they do it anyway. This demonstrates a lack of virtue. 
•  People may say that cheating is wrong. Again, this demonstrates a possession of some 

values. However, they do it anyway, showing that the problem is a lack of virtue. 
In Romans 7, Paul writes about his struggle with this, saying that he knew what to do 
[i.e. values], but did not always do it [i.e. virtue]. Unfortunately, this is often where we 
find ourselves. As we seek to grow, consider the idea of virtue so that we might add it to 
our faith (2 Peter 1:5-7). 
 

Defining Virtue 
In Hebrew, the word is chayil, which literally means strength. It is translated as virtuous 
or valiant. Many times in scripture it describes the strength of an army. It carries with it 
the idea of a person or group being strong. In Greek, the word is arete, which is 
translated as manliness, valor, excellence, or praise. This is the word Peter uses in 2 
Peter 1:3 and 5. Perhaps the most common definition of virtue is “moral excellence.” 
Virtue entails the concept of integrity. 
 

One of the primary characteristics of the virtuous woman was her ability to be trusted. 
•  Proverbs 31:11, “The heart of her husband safely trusts her, So he will have no lack 

of gain.” 
 

God’s leaders throughout time were to possess integrity. 
•  Psalm 78:72 [speaking of David], “So he shepherded them according to the integrity 

of his heart, And guided them by the skillfulness of his hands.” 
•  1 Chronicles 29:17 [David speaking], “I know also, my God, that You test the heart 

and have pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of my heart I have 
willingly offered all these things…” 

•  1 Kings 9:4-5 [speaking of Solomon], “Now if you walk before Me as your father 
David walked, in integrity of heart and in uprightness…” 

•  Nehemiah 7:2 [Nehemiah speaking], “that I gave the charge of Jerusalem to my 
brother Hanani, and Hananiah the leader of the citadel, for he was a faithful man 
and feared God more than many.” 

 

Why Is This So Important? 
In the above passages, did you see the connections between integrity, uprightness, and 
faithfulness? Integrity is rooted in righteousness. It is centered around the concept of 
seeking God’s will and following it to the best of one’s ability. If  and when we do this, 
we will find true peace because integrity leads to security (Proverbs 10:9; 11:3). On the 
other hand, as God promised Solomon, if  we do not walk in integrity and uprightness, 
we will be punished for our disobedience (1 Kings 9:6-9). 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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