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[Continued from last week] 
 

    (3) Love does not envy. This term is also translated “desire” and is 
    sometimes used by Paul in a positive sense (e.g. 1 Cor 12:31). 
    This adjective also appeared in connection with strife and  
    divisions (1 Cor 3:3). Rivalry and competition existed among the 
    brethren in Corinth. This is not indicative of love. 

 

    (4) Love does not parade itself (“boast”). Gordon Fee has written 
that this literally means “to behave as a braggart or be a windbag.” This suggests 
actions and words which call attention to oneself (Prov 27:2). Within the context 
of 1 Corinthians, this is likely a dig at those who possessed the more “showy” 
spiritual gifts or wanted them. We also know that such behavior characterized the 
religious leaders of Jesus’ day (Matt 6:2, 5, 16; 23:5-7). 
 

(5) Love is not puffed up (“proud”). This word is seen throughout 1 Corinthians 
(4:6, 18-19; 5:2; 8:1). It refers to an inflated view of oneself, including his or her 
knowledge or abilities. Of course pride leads to contention (Prov 13:10), which is 
exactly what the brethren in Corinth experienced. 
 

(6) Love does not behave rudely (“unseemly”). This is behavior which would bring 
shame or reproach. Simply put, it is behavior unbecoming of a disciple of Jesus. 
Some versions translate this as “love is not rude,” which indicates that the Christian 
is to speak and act toward others in a way that exhibits proper decorum. 
 

(7) Love does not seek its own. This was the exact opposite of the Corinthians’ 
behavior! Everything they did was for their own benefit, satisfaction, and 
pleasure. This led them, among other things, to eat meat sacrificed to idols, 
engage in lawsuits against one another, and commit acts of immorality. Certainly 
such a mentality would have also been displayed in their attitudes and conduct 
regarding spiritual gifts. What we do needs to be for the good of others (1 Cor 
10:33; 12:7; Phil 2:4). 
 

(8) Love is not easily angered (“provoked”). This takes us back to the idea of being 
long-tempered. Love does not have a quick trigger. 
 

(9) Love thinks no evil (“keeps no record of wrongs”). This verb means “to put on 
one’s account.” To capture this idea more fully, Mike Willis writes, “It was used 
as a technical term in commercial dealings for entering a debt on a ledger. If the 
technical meaning is what Paul has in mind, he is saying that love does not keep a 
running account of offenses against itself with a view toward revenge … [could 
also mean] that love does not allow its mind to dwell on the offenses which it has 
incurred. To do this would be to allow bitterness and resentment to fill one’s 
life.” We should be ever grateful that God does not treat us in such a way (2 Cor 
5:19; Psa 103:12; Mic 7:9). In like manner, we need to be able and willing to 
forgive people of their spiritual trespasses (Matt 6:12). 
 

[Continued next week] 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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