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      Paul instructs the Ephesian brethren that growth as a  
      disciple is two-fold: it involves (1) putting off one’s old  
      self, the man of sin, and (2) putting on characteristics  
      that reflect Christ (Eph 4:22-24). The godly qualities  
      that Peter lists (2 Pet 1:5-7) are like garments with  
      which we must clothe ourselves. As we look at Peter’s  
      exhortation, we come to one more “garment” that we  
      must learn to put on if we are going to become more  
      like our Lord – the attribute of love. Mark Adams writes  
      that one should “think of love as the last thing you put 

on before you go out the door – your ‘coat or hat’ – the one thing your outfit 
would be incomplete without – because when it comes to Christlikeness, love is 
indeed an essential thing. In a very real sense we are ‘unclothed’ without it.” In 
fact, Paul writes that no matter what else we might possess, if we do not have 
love, we have nothing (1 Cor 13:1-3). 
 

The love referenced in both 2 Peter 1 and 1 Corinthians 13 is agape, which is to 
unconditionally and actively seek the benefit of someone else. This is the love 
that God had for the world (John 3:16; Rom 5:6-8). Furthermore, this is the love 
we are to have for others, including our enemies (Matt 5:44). Conditional “love” 
is an “if…then” type of affection based upon a desire or an expectation. It is a 
love that says, “If you are good to me … if you please me … if you are beautiful to 
me … then I will love you.” Agape has no conditions. It is not a “because of” type 
of love, and may at times even be an “in spite of” love. It is a commitment to love 
even if the person being loved is not beautiful … even if they are not kind … even 
if they do not love us back. Such a love may not always give us pleasure, but it is 
the right thing to do. This shows us that love in this sense is an act of the will 
rather than the emotion. Paul writes that such love is demonstrated in the 
following ways. 
 

(1) Love is patient (“suffers long”). Genuine love is unselfish. Whereas superficial 
“love” has me at the center, genuine love is about what I can do and who I can be 
for you. To be longsuffering or patient is to be long-tempered. Such is a 
characteristic of God (Ex 34:6; Num 14:18; Psa 86:15). This quality describes the 
man who, having power to avenge himself, refrains from using this power. Mike 
Willis writes, “It is that self-restraint which does not hastily retaliate a wrong; it 
endures injuries and evil deeds without being provoked to anger or revenge.” 
 

(2) Love is kind. The word used here is generally translated as “goodness, 
kindness, gentleness.” This concept is often used in conjunction with 
longsuffering to describe the nature of God (consider the Old Testament verses 
listed above; see also Rom 2:4). Love suffering long and being kind connect in the 
life of a disciple as well. The former shows how we would not act toward 
someone, while the latter reveals how we would act. 
 

[Continued in next week’s bulletin] 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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