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Recognize that it is not easy to become godly. Think about the following question: “How 
long does it take to become a Christian?” If you are talking about conversion, that 
happens in a moment (Gal 3:26-27). However, if you are speaking of spiritual 
transformation, or the idea of becoming “Christ-like,” that is a lifelong process (Eph 
4:22-24). Each day we must discipline ourselves to say no to self and yes to God. Each 
day we must put off our sinful attitudes and clothe ourselves with godliness. 
 

I find it interesting that in Peter’s list of Christian attributes (2 Pet 1), perseverance is 
listed before godliness. Perseverance builds spiritual maturity (Jas 1:2-4), leading us to 
press on toward godliness (Phil 3:12). Godly character is built incrementally, not in one 
large lump sum (2 Pet 1:8). 
 

Seek God’s power to help us grow. Prior to the list of Christian graces, Peter makes it 
known to the brethren that our power comes from God (2 Pet 1:3). Paul recognized that 
God was the source of all spiritual strength (2 Cor 3:5; Col 1:29; 2:6-7; Phil 4:13). One 
has written, “The Christian is not like an automobile with a self-contained power 
source; rather, he is like an electric motor that must be constantly connected to an 
outside current for its power.” 
 

Seeking God daily helps us to build a relationship with God. The Israelites had to gather 
manna daily. Jesus instructed the disciples to pray daily for provisions (Matt 6:11). We 
must seek the Lord daily for spiritual sustenance and renewal (2 Cor 4:16). This is what 
will help us work out our own salvation (Phil 2:12-13). 
 

Be motivated by love. This is the “why” as it relates to developing godliness. John Owen 
has written, “Love begets a likeness between the mind loving and the object beloved. A 
mind filled with Christ crucified will be changed into His image and likeness.” 
Remember last week’s article. Could this be the reason that the people in the dog food 
contest looked so much like their beloved pets? Perhaps that is a stretch, but could this 
be the reason that children play dress up and wear their parents’ clothes? Is this part of 
why rock stars and pop “idols” have so much impact on adolescent lifestyles? Could this 
be why husbands and wives begin to act and even look more like each other as the years 
go by? We tend to emulate those whom we love – if we love God, we should seek to be 
more like Him. 
 

Our love for God can help to keep us from sin (Jude 21, 24). Love for God was Joseph’s 
true motivation for not sinning with the wife of Potiphar (Gen 39:9). Jesus said that all 
of the law and prophets hang on two commandments, the first and most important of 
which is our love for God (Matt 22:37-40). One has said, “The fear of consequences may 
keep us from committing outward acts of murder or adultery, but only love will keep us 
from committing murder or adultery in our hearts.” 
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“I shall always be ready to remind you of these things…”  (2 Peter 1:21) 

Pursuing Godliness 
by Alex Hale 
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FILLING YOUR BUCKET: Ideas to Spur Spiritual Growth 
Kris Emerson hosts a weekly podcast called “Excel Still More.” The goal of 
each episode is to present an idea, show it in scripture, and explain how to 
put it into immediate action. New episodes are posted each Monday, and you 
can subscribe through several sources, including iTunes, Google  
Play, and Stitcher. This podcast can also be played on an Amazon  
Echo by saying, “Alexa, Play Excel Still More Podcast.” If you are  

not a podcast subscriber, you can listen to any of Kris’ episodes by going to  
the website excelstillmore.life.  


